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The God we know is the God who is 
with us, comforts and saves us from 
the slavery of sin so that we can 
have true and eternal life (Jn.3: 16).

From the beginning, in express-
ing His saving love, God constantly 
communicated with us human be-
ings through the prophets and in 
various ways. But in the end God 
spoke to us through His Son Jesus 
(Hebrews 1: 1-2). He is the Word 
made human and dwelling among 
us (Jn. 1:14).

For each of us, our life is a jour-
ney towards God the Father, our 
source, our reason and our main 
purpose in living. Can we reach this 
destination of our lives? In order to 
do so, we need to follow and obey 
Jesus. He is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. No one can come to the 
Father except through Him (John 

14: 6).
Jesus does not let us grope our 

way through life. He assures us that 
He is with us (Matt. 28:20). The per-
sonal presence of Jesus is available 
to experience through the Eucharist 
and further  through the Holy Sacra-
ment, His Word which – we  read, 
hear and ponder on the Sacraments, 
our fellow human beings and of 
God’s creation.

The Word of God plays an impor-
tant role in our daily lives. Praise 
God that today the Church reminds 
us how important it is to “read the 
Bible with our hearts.”

Therefore, it is important to read 
and know the Bible so that the Word 
of God really becomes a Lamp and 
Light to guide and illuminate the 
journey of our daily lives in a world 
which is constantly  dominated by 

the darkness of sin; We must:
a) Set a specific time daily – not 

optional – to read, listen to and 
meditate on the Word of God. 

b) In the celebration of the Eucha-
rist, to open the door of our hearts 
to listen to the readings, because 
Christ Himself is present through 
His Word (Constitution on the Sa-
cred Liturgy  No.7).

c) Believe and humbly listen to 
the messages, advice, opinions and 
guidance conveyed by our fellow 
men, whether within the family or 
the community. Through the Sacra-
ment of Baptism we all participate 
in the prophethood of Christ. God 
uses us as His prophets to guide one 
another. 

Paul’s counsel to Timothy is use-
ful for us as well; “the Holy Scrip-
tures, are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Je-
sus. All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteous-
ness,”(2 Tim.3: 15-16).

In celebrating Bible Sunday, let 
us continue to cultivate the culture 
of coming to Jesus, listening to His 
Word and translating His will into 
action, so that we, His people, can 
be moulded into a “Community of 
God’s people who are committed 
and effective in serving His king-
dom”, and so that we can build 
vibrant faith, witnessing and resil-
ience to the challenges of today’s 
faith (Luke 6: 47-48).

Have a Blessed Bible Sunday

Bishop Datuk Conelius Piong
July 10, 2020

For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to 
futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God. Rom. 8:18-21

LONDON: Plastic Free July  
is a global movement that 
helps millions of people be 

part of the solution to plastic pol-
lution.

Over the last century, plastic has become 
part of everyday life. From bottles and bags 
to plastic pots, tubs and trays - our lives are 
full of it. Plastic is an amazing material but it 
is not designed for single-use. Every piece of 
plastic ever made - unless it has been burned 
- still exists. Our decades-long addiction to 
plastic packaging has had a profound impact 
on the world we live in. Plastic debris con-
taminates our food supply, fills our oceans 

and kills plants and animals.
Plastics take thousands of years to decay. 

As a result, fish and wildlife are becom-
ing intoxicated by tiny pieces of plastic. 
Consequently, the toxins from the plastics 
have entered the food chain, threatening hu-
man health. In the most polluted places in 
the ocean, the mass of plastic exceeds the 
amount of plankton six times over. A third 
of all fish caught off the coast of South West 
England are thought to contain traces of plas-
tic. Plastic is killing more than 100,000 sea 
turtles and birds a year from ingestion and 
entanglement.

Chemicals in plastics are released into the 
water as well as the atmosphere. Fish easily 

become contaminated from the chemicals in 
the water. We as humans ingest contaminated 
fish and mammals. There are different ways 
that plastic is dangerous for humans. Direct 
toxicity from plastics comes from lead, cad-
mium; and mercury. These toxins have also 
been found in many fish in the ocean, a situ-
ation which is very dangerous for humans. 
Diethylhexyl phthalate, contained in some 
plastics, is a toxic carcinogen. Other toxins 
in plastics are directly linked to cancers, birth 
defects, immune system problems; and child-
hood developmental issues.

In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis called for "a 
sound ethics, a culture and spirituality genu-
inely capable of setting limits and teaching 

clear-minded self-restraint". He has said 
we must recognise our duty to care for the 
oceans as part of an integrated vision of hu-
man development and to treasure them as the 
common heritage of the human family. For 
too long it has been thought that the sheer 
vastness of the oceans would allow for neg-
ligence, the disposal of toxic waste; and free-
dom from oversight by the authorities.

In some places, parishes are banning plas-
tic cutlery, plates and cups in their halls as 
part of a commitment to live sustainably. 
Others have initiated parish gardens where 
food is grown and distributed without plastic 
packaging. We can do much as individuals 
and communities. — By Ellen Teague, ICN

It’s Plastic 
Free July!

Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path (Psalm :105)
KENINGAU: The 
Word of God plays 
an important role 
in our lives. Bishop 
Cornelius Piong re-
minds everyone on 
the need to focus on 
the Word of God in 
a pastoral letter re-
leased in conjunction 
with Bible Sunday.

l Please see right for 
the full text of his 
message



This is a timeless question that was asked long 
before Jesus arrived on the scene, by those 
who had to live through oppression under 

cruel rulers or imperial overlords.
Even after the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pen-

tecost, the followers of Jesus did not escape per-
secution. Many of them died for their belief that 
Jesus, who had heralded a new kingdom, had tri-
umphed over death.

This was what drove them to spread the message 
of new hope and light to a world darkened by vio-
lence, oppression and persecution.

We live in similar dark times now, despite signs 
of emerging from a pandemic. The world is slid-
ing into a recession, even a great depression, amid 
huge ecological challenges. The voices of xeno-
phobia, racial supremacy and religious bigotry 
have grown shrill.

Amid the suffering and job losses, people are 
looking for scapegoats. Those who have an alterna-
tive liberating vision of society are often ridiculed 
and marginalised, if not persecuted.

All the time, great wealth has been accumulated 
by a small group, who are anxious to preserve it, 
along with the power, influence and lavish life-
styles associated with it.

The situation looks bleak for many of us. What 
happened to all the hope for a fresh beginning that 
we had not too long ago?

The followers of Jesus too had a lot of hope dur-
ing his lifetime. They thought everything would 
be smooth sailing with Jesus in charge and that he 
would liberate them from Roman occupation and 
local oppression.

But their hopes were crushed when he was cruci-
fied, and their world came crashing down.

Then came the Resurrection and the coming of 
the Holy Spirit, which ignited their hope and zeal 

for the new kingdom Jesus had proclaimed.
Sure, the followers of Jesus knew all about per-

secution – they suffered much for their new, non-
violent faith. They lost their jobs and possessions, 
they were often separated from their families and 
loved ones.

But some things they gained a thousandfold: 
love, faith, hope, courage, a strong sense of com-
munity and sharing, gifts of the Spirit.

It is only human to wonder why God allows the 
powerful and those who have accumulated great 
wealth, at the expense of the people, to thrive on 
the misery of others for so long.

But that is what we can see from the ground. 
There is plenty more we do not see in the corridors 
of power. The powerful, those who oppress the 
poor and the persecuted, those who have stolen the 
wealth of the people – they often do not sleep eas-
ily, afraid of the shadows, the whispers in the wind.

If the Roman Empire allowed Jesus to be “cru-
cified under Pontius Pilate”, its powerful leaders 
hardly thrived or found lasting happiness. They 
may have found comfort in their lavish lifestyles 
and worldly pleasures that immense power and 
wealth brought. But this was all too fleeting.

There was plenty to trouble them on a regular 
basis: backstabbing and betrayals, coups, succes-
sors being bumped off, betrayers flogged or tor-
tured.

Let’s take a look at the powerful personalities 

around the time of Jesus.
Herod the Great – was King of Judaea from 

37BC to 4BC. He may have been called “Great”, 
but throughout his life, he suffered from paranoia 
and depression. The end, when it came for the ty-
rant, was wretched. His death from a putrefying 
disease was said to have been so agonising that he 
may have tried to commit suicide.

Pontius Pilate – ruled as the all-powerful pre-
fect of Judaea from AD 26-36. But even he was 
summoned to Rome to answer for his brutality in 
slaughtering a group of Samaritans near Mount 
Gerizim. Before Pilate could reach Rome, the Em-
peror Tiberius died in AD 37, and in his place was 
the new Emperor Caligula. Pilate was removed 
from his position as prefect, and it is not entirely 
clear what happened to him after that.

Tiberius – was Roman emperor from AD 14-
37. This was the emperor Pilate would have been 
worried about when dealing with the crowds at the 
time of Jesus’ death. But during the trial of Jesus, 
Tiberius was already ensconced in the Isle of Capri, 
a retreat haven for the upper classes over 200km 
away from Rome, from AD26. Building 12 villas 
on the island, he lived a decadent lifestyle, far away 
from the troubles in Rome. His reign was marked 
by “treason trials” against potential successors and 
opponents, but that did not stop him from being 
smothered to death by a rival as he lay in bed dying.

Just looking at this, we can see that wealth and 

power are just temporary. Those who crave pow-
er for its own sake will rarely find lasting peace. 
Instead, they will always have to look over their 
shoulders at rivals, backstabbers, betrayers and 
plotters.

In their insecurity, they may use the instruments 
of state to suppress the people and crush their op-
ponents. Invariably, however, others will covet the 
power they have accumulated or the people will 
awaken to the injustices meted out to them.

They often fail to realise that those who wield 
power have a tremendous responsibility to use it 
for the good of the people.

In contrast, the followers of Jesus found deep-
seated joy and hope and faith in the risen Lord. 
They knew they were ushering in a new king-
dom that the forces of this world could not prevail 
against. Theirs was a world of sharing, looking out 
for one another, and practising love and compas-
sion while proclaiming the risen Lord and his new 
kingdom.

There are many lessons for us in our world 
today. The forces of authoritarianism, the shrill 
voices of xenophobia and hatred may be returning 
in our world during a time of economic troubles. 
They may hold sway for a time, but they can never 
prevail against the eternal Light that shines in our 
world.

Earthly power is no match for the spiritual gifts, 
and that is why powerful men like Pilate and Her-
od Antipas were reduced to dithering shadows of 
themselves when they came face to face with Jesus 
himself.

This does not mean we have to sit around wait-
ing for God to act. We have all been given the Holy 
Spirit, and we need to tap into the courage and the 
other gifts of the Spirit to do our bit. If we don’t act 
to reshape the world, who will?

Why does God allow suffering and 
oppression at the hands of  the powerful?

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

In the early part of the thirteenth century, Gio-
vanni Franceso Bernardone was headed for a 

prosperous life as a cloth merchant in the Province 
of Umbria, Italy.  He was also headed for a life of 
complete self-gratification. He was a young man 
who loved every sort of pleasure. But,  Francis, 
as he preferred to be called, didn’t become a mer-
chant. After spending a year as a military captive 
in nearby Perugia, Francis decided to radically 
change the course of his life. He wanted to focus 
on serving God and only serving God.  He saw his 
status as part of the rising merchant class as block-
ing his ability to experience Jesus Christ.  He gave 
up his possessions and his future as a merchant, 
and embraced poverty. He begged for food in his 
native Assisi, and spent his days in prayer.

Francis attracted a few like-minded companions 
who joined him in courting what he called Lady 
Poverty. One day Francis went to pray at a run-
down old chapel just outside of the city, the chapel 
of San Damiano. As he was praying before the 
icon of the crucified Jesus, he heard a voice calling 
to him three times: “Francis, rebuild my Church. 
Francis, rebuild my Church.  Francis, rebuild my 
Church.” Initially, Francis thought that he and his 
friends should rebuild the chapel of San Damiano, 
but as time went on, he realised that he was being 
called to rebuild Christ’s Church on earth. 

The Chapel of San Damiano still stands outside 
the walls of Assisi. The cross of San Damiano was 
relocated to the Basilica of Santa Clara within the 
city. The message that St Francis heard is as per-
tinent now as it ever was, “Rebuild my Church.” 
The message is addressed to us.

Can we do this? Can we build the Kingdom of 
God on earth? We have available to us that which 
we need.   But are we willing to do something with 
it? It is there.  It is there for us.  There is a lot of it, 
or to use the biblical terminology, it is abundant.  
It is the Word of God.  God pours His Word upon 
us; He drenches us with His Word as though we 

were in a rainstorm. The Prophet Isaiah says in the 
first reading that this is what we need to do God’s 
work.  He predicts that we will embrace the Ever-
lasting Word.  And he prophesies that the Word of 
God would be returned to Him.

Just as from the heavens
the rain and snow come down
and do not return there
till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,
giving seed to the one who sows
and bread to the one who eats,
so shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouth;
my word shall not return to me void,
but shall do my will, achieving the end for  

    which I sent it.
We want it.  We want the Word of God. We 

want the ability to do God’s will. Every fibre of 
our body longs to be part of His Plan. St Paul 
says in the second reading from the Letter to the 
Romans that we groan within ourselves with the 
desire to have God in our lives, and with the desire 
to make God real in the lives of others. Everyone 
who is serious about her or his Christianity longs 
to give birth to the Kingdom. Paul uses the image 
of labour pains. A woman in labour experiences 
her whole being concentrated on giving birth. Our 
whole being focuses on giving birth, birth to the 
Kingdom. And so we groan from our inner depths. 
We want to make God’s Kingdom a reality in the 
world.

He gives us all that we need, the Word.  We long 
to make His Kingdom a reality, we groan in labor 
pains, but longing is not enough. It is not enough 
to come off a religious experience and say, “I want 
to be an integral part of Jesus Christ’s solution to 
the world.”  It is not enough to say, “I want to be 
united with Christ.” It is not enough to say, “I want 
others to be united to Christ.” We have to use the 
spiritual gift of the Word. 

But sometimes we construct roadblocks to our 
embrace of the Word. The parable in the Gospel 
says that sometimes the Divine Sower’s seed falls 
on the pathways through the fields. There is no 
union with the Word, it is simply there, and it is 
lost to the birds of the sky.  Sometimes we refuse 
to make God’s Word the guide of our lives. We 
refuse to delve into what God is calling us to. We 
know we can learn about the Lord by studying 
the Bible, by praying over the scripture, by keep-
ing a union with God, but sometimes we are just 
too lazy to pray. We don’t make time for Him, the 
Love of our lives, and then we become shocked 
that His Presence has been stolen from us by the 
birds of the air.  There is a war being waged for the 
Kingdom of God.  We need to prepare for battle. 
We need to pray every day in our homes as well as 
unite together in the Eucharist at least every week.

The parable says that sometimes the seed falls 
on rocky ground.  It does not develop roots.  This 
part of the parable really cuts us to the core, be-
cause it says that the enthusiasm for the Word, the 
enthusiasm for the Lord, is not good enough.  All 
those good feelings will die out with time, unless it 
is far more than feelings we search for.  St Teresa 
of Calcutta wrote that she felt completely dry and 
abandoned by Christ throughout her life, but she 
never stopped proclaiming Him with her life. It is 
not the feelings that matter.  What matters are the 
actions we take when we are exposed to the Word 
of God. If we do not change our lives after our 
continual encounters with Christ, then our spir-
itual experiences are merely feelings, moments of 
fleeting joy.

Sometimes the seed falls among the thickets 
and thorns. God’s word takes root, but other things 
take priority in our lives. All of us have many ac-
tivities and obligations. Often, we forget  that our 

primary responsibility is to Jesus Christ. We have 
been given the Word. We cannot allow the con-
cerns around us to choke off his Presence within 
us.  We cannot allow ourselves to become deaf to 
His Call to rebuild His Church.

Sometimes the thickets and thorns are the vices 
of immoral society. Drugs, alcohol, porn, other 
areas of immorality are all thorns that choke our 
grasp of the Word of God. When we fight immo-
rality, we are not just avoiding sin, we are allowing 
God’s Word to grow in the world.

But there are times, many times, that God’s 
seed falls on good soil. There are many people 
who care for the Presence of the Lord, who are 
more concerned with His Kingdom than their 
own emotional feelings of His Presence. There are 
many people who refuse to let anything the world 
throws at them destroy the mission they have been 
entrusted with by the Divine Sower.

We can be these people, you and I. We can be 
the people who are dedicated to the Kingdom of 
God. We can rebuild His Church. 

We need to be good soil. We have to cultivate 
the Presence of the Lord in our lives, and serve 
God no matter whether we feel His Presence today 
as we did last week, last month, last year, or when-
ever we were given the gift of a spiritual high. We 
can fight off anything that tries to destroy our de-
termination to live in union with Jesus Christ. We 
can be the good soil that returns to the Lord more 
fruit than we could ever imagine.  — By Msgr          
Joseph A Pellegrino

12th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Jeremiah 20:10-13;

Romans 5:12-15;
Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: What to do with the seed?
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To the Clergy, Religious and the Lay Faithful,

Greetings in the Lord!

The Congregation for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments, through 
the Presidents of Bishops’ Conferences has 
introduced three additional titles and invoca-
tions to be included into the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary called “The Litany of 
Loreto”.

His Holiness Pope Francis, upon discern-
ing the signs of the times and considering the 
deep affection and trust of the People of God 
in their devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
wishes to include the desires expressed 
through these invocations to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary in the Litany of Loreto, which 
is fondly known locally as the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and is usually recited 
at the end of the Rosary.

Attached to this letter is the new formula 
of the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
with the additional invocations in the order 
in which they are to be placed. The three 
new invocations are: Mater misericordiae, 
the Latin for “Mother of mercy”; Mater spei, 
or “Mother of hope”; and Solacium migran-
tium, or “Solace of migrants”.

This letter, given on the Memorial of the 
Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary dated June 20, 2020, is a response to 
the realities of the time that we are living in.

May the recitation of the Holy Rosary 

draw us closer in contemplating the face of 
Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother, 
through her maternal intercession.

In communion of prayers,
I remain, yours faithfully in Christ

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis D.D.
President
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Malaysia, 
Singapore and Brunei (CBCMSB)

July 3, 2020
Feast of St Thomas

CatholiC Bishops’ ConferenCe of Malaysia-singapore-Brunei

New invocations to be included in the 
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have 
mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, pray for us.
Holy Mother of God, pray for us.
Holy Virgin of Virgins, pray for us.
Mother of Christ, pray for us.
Mother of the Church, pray for us.
Mother of Mercy, pray for us.
Mother of Divine Grace, pray for us.
Mother of Hope, pray for us.

Mother Most Pure, pray for us.
Mother Most Chaste, pray for us.
Mother Inviolate, pray for us.
Mother Undefiled, pray for us.
Mother Most Amiable, pray for us.
Mother Most Admirable, pray for us.
Mother of Good Counsel, pray for us.
Mother of our Creator, pray for us.
Mother of our Saviour, pray for us.
Virgin Most Prudent, pray for us.
Virgin Most Venerable, pray for us.
Virgin Most Renowned, pray for us.
Virgin Most Powerful, pray for us.
Virgin Most Merciful, pray for us.
Virgin Most Faithful, pray for us.
Mirror of Justice, pray for us.
Seat of Wisdom, pray for us.
Cause of Our Joy, pray for us.

Spiritual Vessel, pray for us.
Vessel of Honour, pray for us.
Singular Vessel of Devotion, pray for us.
Mystical Rose, pray for us.
Tower of David, pray for us.
Tower of Ivory, pray for us.
House of Gold, pray for us.
Ark of the Covenant, pray for us.
Gate of Heaven, pray for us.
Morning Star, pray for us.
Health of the Sick, pray for us.
Refuge of Sinners, pray for us.
Solace of Migrants, pray for us.
Comforter of the Afflicted, pray for us.
Help of Christians, pray for us.
Queen of Angels, pray for us.
Queen of Patriarchs, pray for us.
Queen of Prophets, pray for us.

Queen of Apostles, pray for us.
Queen of Martyrs, pray for us.
Queen of Confessors, pray for us.
Queen of Virgins, pray for us.
Queen of all Saints, pray for us.
Queen Conceived without Original Sin, 
pray for us.
Queen Assumed into Heaven, pray for us.
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us.
Queen of Families, pray for us.
Queen of Peace, pray for us.

Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the 
world, spare us, O Lord!.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the 
world, graciously hear us, O Lord!
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.

Litaniae Lauretanae (Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary)

 
 

  
3rd July 2020  
Feast of St. Thomas 
 
 
 
To the Clergy, Religious and the Lay Faithful,  
 
NEW INVOCATIONS TO BE INCLUDED INTO THE LITANY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 
Greetings in the Lord! 
 
The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, through the Presidents of 
Bishops' Conferences has introduced three additional titles and invocations to be included into the Litany 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary called "The Litany of Loreto".  
 
His Holiness Pope Francis, upon discerning the signs of time while considering the deep affection and trust 
by the People of God in their devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary wishes to include the desires expressed 
through these invocations to the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Litany of Loreto which is fondly known locally 
as the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, usually recited at the end of the Rosary.  
 
Attached in this letter is the formulary of the litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the additional 
invocations in the order it is to be placed. The three new invocations are: “Mater misericordiae”, the Latin 
for “Mother of mercy”; "Mater spei", or “Mother of hope”; and “Solacium migrantium", or “Solace of 
migrants”. 
 
This letter given on the Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary dated 20 June 2020 
is a response to the realities of the time that we are living. 
 
May the recitation of the Holy Rosary draw us closer in contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of 
Mary our Mother, through her maternal intercession. 
 
 
 
 
In communion of prayers,  
I remain, yours faithfully in Christ  
 
 
…………………………………………………. 
Rt. Rev. Sebastian Francis D.D. 
President  
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei (CBCMSB)  
 

 

The Litanies of Loreto are structured as follows:
1. Mary’s Holiness - Three introductory ad-
vocations highlight Mary’s sanctity as person 
(Sancta Maria), her role as mother of Jesus Christ 
(Sancta Dei Genitrix), and her vocation as virgin 
(Sancta Virgo Virginum). 
2. Mary, the Mother - Fourteen advocations re-
fer to Mary as Mother to highlight the various fac-
ets of Mary’s role as mother. (four are highlighted)
(i) Mother of Christ (Mater Christi)
(ii) Mother of the Church (Mater Ecclesiae)
(iii) Mother of Mercy (Mater misericordiae)
(iv) Mother of Hope (Mater spei)
3. Mary, the Virgin - The advocations of Mary 
Mother are followed by six titles extolling her 
as Virgin. They stress not only the merit of her 
virginity: Virgin Most Prudent (Virgo prudentis-
sima), Virgin Most Venerable (Virgo veneranda), 
Virgin Most Renowned (Virgo praedicanda), but 
also the “efficacy” of virginity. Mary is : Virgin 
Most Powerful (Virgo potens), Virgin Most Mer-
ciful (Virgo clemens), and Virgin Most Faithful 
(Virgo fidelis).

4. Symbols of Mary - We then have 13 sym-
bolic avocations, mostly taken from the Old Tes-
tament and applied to Mary which highlight her 
virtues and her eminent role in salvation history: 
(two are highlighted)
(i) Mirror of Justice (Speculum justitiaé)
(ii) Seat of Wisdom (Sedes sapientiae)
5. Mary, the Helper - The group of five advo-
cations that follows extol Mary’s role as advocate 
for spiritual and corporal works of mercy. She is: 
Health of the Sick (Salus infirmorum),  Refuge of 
Sinners (Refugium peccatorum), Solace of Mi-
grants (Solacium migrantium)  Comforter of the 
Afflicted (Consolatrix afflictorum) and Help of 
Christians (Auxilium christianorum)
6. Mary, the Queen - The last part of the Marian 
advocations is composed of a series of 13 titles re-
ferring to Mary as Queen. Mary is Queen of Saints 
and inhabitants of heaven: (two are highlighted)
(i) Queen of Angels (Regina Angelorum)
(ii) Queen of Patriarchs (Regina Patriarcharum)

Source: University of Dayton

The Litany of Loreto, so called be-
cause of its use in the sanctuary of 

Loreto (Italy) since at least as far back as 
1531, was officially approved in 1587 by 
Pope Sixtus V. Its origin is believed to 
be a medieval rhymed litany influenced 
by Eastern Marian devotion, in particu-
lar by the famous Hymnos Akathistos. 

Contrasting with the older Litany of All 
Saints, the components of the Loreto 
Litany are purely ad- or invocational 
prayers. It is the only approved Marian 
litany. As can be observed, for example, 
in the so called Officia Mariana, many 
more Marian litanies were and are in use 
but designated for private devotion.

The 1587 version of the Litany of Loreto 
was subsequently enriched with new ad-

vocations.
1675 Queen of the most Holy Rosary (for 
the confraternities of the Holy Rosary)
1883 Queen Conceived without Original 
Sin (Leo XIII for the whole Church)
1903 Mother of Good Counsel (Leo XIII)

1917 Queen of Peace (Benedict XV)
1950 Queen Assumed into Heaven (Pius 
XII)
1980 Mother of the Church (John Paul 
II)
1995 Queen of Families (John Paul II)
2020 Mother of Mercy, Mother of Hope, 
Solace of Migrants (Francis)

l

l

l

l
l

l

l
l

Pope Francis prays inside the Sanctuary of the Holy House on the feast of the Annunciation 
in Loreto, Italy, March 25, 2019. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Modern Invocations

Composition and meaning of the Litany

The Litany of Loreto
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Brothers and sisters, we are grateful 
that our Lord Jesus who is always 
with us, is continuously inviting us, 
His people, to come to Him and to 
believe in Him, especially in times of 
turmoil.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus invites 
us, “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest” (Matt. 11:28). On another 
occasion Jesus also said, “every one 
that cometh unto me, and heareth my 
words, and doeth my words, is like a 
house built upon a rock...” (Luke 6: 
47-48). Jesus also assures us, “I will 
not reject any who come to me” (John 
6:37).

An attitude of coming to and trust-
ing in Jesus will help us to live a 
meaningful life and not be enslaved 
by hunger and thirst which are tem-
porary (John 6:35). However brothers 
and sisters,  Jesus’ invitation requires 
that we respond faithfully by allocat-
ing time to come and believe in Him 
who is present in the Eucharist, the 
Holy Hour,  the Word of God, among 
our brothers and sisters and in His 
creation.

Brothers and sisters, together with 
our families and communities, let us 
learn to focus on Jesus in whatever 
circumstances we face. Let us faith-
fully choose to trust Him so that His 
peace will always dominate our lives 
(John 14:27).

Some information for all of us: 
1.Welcome to the Cathedral of St 
Francis Xavier, Keningau, Seminar-
ian Wilfred Lakun. Sem. Wilfred has 
completed his formation at St Peter’s 
College, Kuching, and is en route to 
the Diaconate. Let us pray for him. 
2. Couples planning to get married 

in church may now register at their 
respective parish offices. Meanwhile, 
the Ministry of Christian Family 
Committee in the parish may organise 
programmes so that seminars and pre-
marriage recollections can be held for 
the couples to be married. SOPs are to 
be adhered to during seminars, retreats 
and church wedding ceremonies.
3. Dear Elect, we will arrange for 
the preparation and Baptism Rites 
in your respective zones. The Parish 
Catechetical Committees will set the 
schedule for the Recollection and the 
receiving of the Sacrament of Baptism 
in July and August 2020. The SOP 
should be adhered to. 
4. Sincere thanks to Sr Oi Lin, IJ. Sr 
Oi Lin has served in the Diocese of 
Keningau for 24 years. She was spe-
cially  involved in starting pre-school 
education (MADIKA) in several vil-
lages in the Keningau and Sook par-
ishes. In addition to being involved in 
MADIKA, she was also involved in 
initiating the Children’s Word Liturgy 
(LSKK).  Sr Oi Lin will return to her 
community at K. Lumpur. We express 
our sincere thanks to Sr Oi Lin, who 
contributed greatly to the early spir-
itual development of our children in 
the Keningau Parish and several vil-
lages in the Sook parish, especially the 
LSKK Diocese. Let us remember her 
in our prayers for health and protec-
tion.
5. The next Priests Meeting for the 
Diocese of Keningau will be held on 
Aug 10 and 11 at Purun RRKK. The 
programme is as usual. Priests please 
take note.

+Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong
July 4, 2020

Diocese of Malacca Johore

Mass times in Malacca Johore Diocese
KUALA LUMPUR: Almost all 
the parishes in Malacca Johore 
Diocese will be resuming public 
Masses from July 5.

As each parish is only allowed 

one Mass per week with a one-
third capacity of the church, 
many parishioners will have to 
wait their turn.

For many parishes, registration 

is through the BECs.
Below is a schedule of the par-

ish Masses. 
For more information, please 

contact your parish.

Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu

Resumption of public Masses

PARISH
St Henry, Batu Pahat

St Louis, Kluang

Skudai Catholic Centre, JB

St Joseph, Plentong

Christ the King, Kulai

Holy Family, Ulu Tiram

Holy Spirit, Jasin

Sacred Heart Cathedral

St Anne, Alor Gajah

St Francis Xavier, Melaka

St Francis Xavier, Melaka

St Francis Xavier, Melaka

St James, Merlimau

St James, Merlimau

St Louis, Kluang

St Theresa’s Masai

St Henry, Batu Pahat

Gereja Ibu Maria, Pagoh

Immaculate Conception,JB

St Anthony, Cha’ah

St Joseph Chapel, Genuang

St Joseph Chapel, Sagil

St Peter, Melaka

St Philip, Segamat

St Henry, Batu Pahat

DATE
July 11

July 11

July 11

July 11

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 12

July 18

July 19

July 19

July 19

July 19

July 19

July 19

July 19

July 25

TIME
7.00pm

5.30pm

8.00pm

5.30pm

9.00am

8.30am

10.00am

9.00am

5.00pm

8.15am

10.30am

5.30pm

7.30am

10.00am

10.00am

5.30pm

7.00pm

6.00pm

7.30am

5.30am

6.00pm

5.30pm

9.00am

9.00am

7.00pm

LANGUAGE
Eng

ML

ML

ML

Mandarin

ML

Tamil

E/C

Tamil

Tamil

Eng

Mandarin

Tamil

Mandarin

ML

BM

Mandarin

Tamil

Eng

Tamil

Tamil

Tamil

Eng

Eng

Eng

PARTICIPANTS - COMPOSITION
70 pax - Parishioners 

90 pax - PPC and Apostalate Leaders

100 pax - BECs

110 pax - BECs

60 pax - Parishioners

103 pax - BECs

40 pax - BECs

200 pax - BEC/Parish website

64 pax - BECs

150 pax - BECs and Parishioners

200 pax - BECs and Parishioners

150 pax - BECs and Parishioners

45 pax - BECs

30 pax - BECs

90 pax - BECs Coordinators

140 pax - Leaders

70 pax - Parishioners

16 pax - Parishioners

99 pax - Parishioners

55 pax - Parishioners

25 pax - Parishioners

20 pax - Parishioners

140 pax - Parishioners

80 pax - BECs

70 pax - Parishioners

To all clergy, religious and lay faith-
ful of the Archdiocese
 
“Save us Lord, we are going down!” 
He said to them, “Why are you so 
frightened, you men of little faith?” 
(Mt. 8:25-26)

In the evening of March 27, 2020 
Pope Francis walked alone in the 
empty St Peter’s square in the glis-
tening rain towards a covered plat-
form where he read and reflected on 
the passage on the “Calming of the 
storm”, inviting the Church and the 
world to hold on to Jesus Christ in 
the midst of the pandemic that had-
inflicted the entire world.

Today 100 days after that event, 
the number of daily active COV-
ID-19 cases in Malaysia is sharply 
reduced. Indeed, God has been mer-
ciful to us in spite of our little faith. 
To Him be praise and glory! Let us 
continue to cling to Him as we sail 
through the pandemic storm.

We are now at the recovery phase 
of the lockdown. The Recovery 
Movement Control Order (RMCO) 
is expected to last until Aug 31, 
2020. As a move to gradually return 
to normal, our Government has al-

lowed more economic and social 
activities to be resumed in the coun-
try, one of which is the reopening of 
places of worship to the public.

The Federal Ministry of National 
Unity and the Sabah Ministry of 
Law and Native Affairs have been 
entrusted to oversee the resumption 
of non-Islamic religious services. 
Standard Operational Procedures 
(SOPs) have been issued for the 
compliance of the churches and 
temples.

After consulting all quarters, I am 
pleased to announce that churches 
in all parishes in the Archdiocese 
of Kota Kinabalu will be resuming 
public Masses on the weekend of 
July 11 and 12. I believe many of 
you are longing and looking forward 
to receive the Eucharistic Lord.

It has been a long 15 weeks of 
deprivation, not only in the recep-
tion of the sacrament but also in 
our experience of Church as com-
munion. As law abiding citizens, 
we have complied with the MCO 
because of our faith in God and for 
the common good of all.

Though the pandemic is not yet 
over, our wait to freely attend Mass 

will be shortened if everyone ad-
heres strictly to the protocol. I say 
“freely” because, to comply with so-
cial distancing, we are only allowed 
to fill one third of the capacity of the 
church. That means not all church 
goers can go to Mass as and when 
they like.

To ensure that everyone will have 
a chance to attend Mass, there will 
be some forms of regulation by the 
parishes. I hope you understand the 
need for such a protocol. Mean-
while, those who are waiting for 
their turn to attend Mass can still ac-
cess live-streaming Masses.

The new normal for Mass attend-
ance will cause some inconven-
iences in terms of our interaction 
and movement. It will require extra 
sacrifices, patience, generosity and 
charity on our part. This is a time 
when we are called to live our faith 
in action, and to go the “extra mile” 
for the good of our fellow parishion-
ers.

On the other hand, aside from 
adapting to the new normal, it would 
be good to prepare ourselves by 
looking beyond the recovery phase. 
The pandemic has brought about 

both negative and positive impacts 
in the world at large. Fear, affliction 
and death have been experienced in 
many regions. Economic and social 
uncertainties, emotional stress, loss 
of employment, poverty and more 
are becoming daily challenges and 
burdens to many families.

To go beyond the recovery stage, 
policy responses of national gov-
ernments are crucial. However, as 
believers, what should be our faith 
response to the negative impacts? 
What can we do individually and 
as faith communities to reach out to 
those who cry out “Save us, we are 
going down!”?

On a positive note, the worldwide 
lockdown has been a blessing to the 
environment and climate. There has 
been a large drop in air pollution due 
to decline in air travels, lesser road 
traffics, shutdown of factories and 
so forth.  Though such impacts are 
short-term, any slowdown in the 
degradation of the environment is 
definitely a contribution to a better 
tomorrow.

However, with the lockdown eas-
ing, we find a world that is eager to 
rush back to the pre-pandemic era 

and to make up for lost time. How 
can we promote and advocate for a 
serious reading and adoption of the 
encyclical letter of Pope Francis, 
Laudato Si? What can we do indi-
vidually and as parish communities 
to protect nature and promote sus-
tainable development that is eco-
friendly?

Indeed, the basic question is: 
What have we learnt from the lock-
down? What is the Lord saying to 
the world today?

I leave these thoughts to you as 
we reopen our churches. The new 
normal should not stop at adhering 
merely to the protocol and SOP, it 
should challenge us to remove the 
abnormalities in our pre-pandemic 
life in response to what is desirable 
in our calling as the children of God 
and stewards of the earth.

May the Spirit give us the courage 
to do the will of the Father.

 

+ Most Reverend John Wong
Archbishop of Kota Kinabalu
July 5, 2020

Diocese of Keningau
Let’s journey this life with Jesus’ peace 
amidst the COVID-19 outbreak
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Blessed to be back in the church

“I   thirst. Not being able 
to receive the body of 

Christ for more than three 
months was equivalent to fast-
ing. Being able to attend Mass 
and receive the body of Christ 
was such an overwhelming 
experience, my heart was 
flooded with love and long-
ing being fulfilled.” — Doris 
Mayappen, Church of the Di-
vine Mercy, Shah Alam

“Wow, just 
wow! After 

three months of not 
being at church, be-
ing able to receive the 
Eucharist was just an 
unexplainable feel-
ing. 

“These three 
months of Movement 
Control Order really taught me 
to appreciate the Eucharist. For 
me, being an altar server in my 
parish serving every week, all 
of a sudden not being able to 

be in church, the feel-
ing was just like los-
ing my phone. I felt 
LOST. 

“I thank God for 
being able to attend 
Sunday Mass again. 
The feeling of attend-
ing my first Mass af-
ter three months was 

really overwhelming. 
“I just want to say this: 

THANK YOU JESUS!” — 
Marcus Dias, Church of St 
John Vianney, Tampin

“Last Sunday was 
like homecoming. 

I was not only looking 
forward to receiving the 
Holy Eucharist but also 
to meeting my fellow 
BEC members and other 
church friends whom I’ve 
not seen these past three months. 

“Watching live streamed Mass 
and receiving spiritual commun-
ion does not come close to receiv-

ing the Holy Eucharist 
in its physical form. 

“I was overwhelmed 
with gratitude during 
the consecration when 
it all sank in. I feel 
blessed to be reunited 
with Him in the Eucha-

rist because truly, there is no sub-
stitute for presence.” —  Julie 
Lim, Cathedral of St John the 
Evangelist, Kuala Lumpur

“It was humbling and a childlike won-
der to have the chance to partici-

pate in the community Mass again and to 
be able to receive Holy Communion. A 
deep sense of gratitude for this blessing.” 
—  Annie Ling, Church of Our Lady of                      
Guadalupe, Puchong

After three months of watching live-streamed Masses, 
some Malaysian Catholics were privileged to go to church 
and participate in the Eucharistic Celebrations.

In these two pages (5-6), we highlight some of their  
comments.

Kuala lumPur arcHdiocese

“Honestly, I 
love this 

‘new normal’ Mass. 
We actually have the 
space to have proper 
seating instead of 
trying to squeeze 
into the pew. Also, 
each person had 
been allocated a 
seat number, so you 
don’t have to rush 
to church just to be 
able to sit inside the church. 
Registration and exit registra-
tion were something normal to 
me as I have been out to work 
the past two months or so. 

“As I had not been to church 
for Mass for the past three to 
four months, I couldn’t help but 
feel excited when I managed to 

get through the regis-
tration online. I moved 
to a new area and I did 
not know any BEC 
around for me to join, 
so when SFX opened 
its online registration, 
I was glad I could get a 
place for Mass. Sadly, 
my husband could not 
get a place due to his 
health condition, so 
he attended the virtual 

Mass instead.
“Oh and wearing a mask dur-

ing Mass can get pretty uncom-
fortable, especially if you’re 
wearing glasses. But it was just 
for an hour, so yea, I managed 
to pull through.” — Lavinia 
Louis, Church of St Francis 
Xavier, Petaling Jaya

“As 
a 

convert , 
it meant 
so much 
to me. I 
m i s s e d 
r e c e i v -
ing the 
Eucharist the most. Walking 
into church last Sunday, my 
spirit was uplifted as I felt I 
had the opportunity to see Je-
sus in the tabernacle. The spirit 
in the church is different.  

“Yes I participated in weekly 
online Masses but the feeling 
is not the same. I missed the 
sense of calmness and seren-
ity it gave me. I felt extremely 
blessed and grateful. This pan-
demic has taught me to never 
take anything for granted, even 
one’s own faith.  

“Fr Jean Claude was amaz-
ing as usual with his sermon 
delivery.  No practising Catho-
lic should miss this opportuni-
ty. Just follow the SOPs given 
and enjoy your Mass just as I 
did. — Sharmila Marguerite 
Rajeswaran. Church of the 
Risen Christ, Kuala Lumpur 

“I felt blessed that 
I had the oppor-

tunity to be present 
physically for Mass. 
I was dressed in my 
Sunday best for my 
Lord. 

“After going 
through all the SOPs  
and registering my-
self with the Selang-
kah app, I was ush-
ered in to my seat. It was surely 
a whole new experience for me 
as I read all the main details 
with regards to the do’s and 
don’ts which were projected. 

“Although all these new rules 
were in place, it never hindered 
me from praying or praising 
the Lord from the depths of 
my heart. I became aware of 

how I might have truly 
taken Jesus for granted. 
Because there was all 
this protocol before I 
could fully participate 
at Mass. 

“I thank God for all 
the blessings I have 
received during the 
MCO, for being able to 
make time for prayers 
and daily Bible read-

ings, and for a call to be closer 
to my Lord. 

“I was able to tell Jesus how 
deeply I missed Him being 
present for the consecration at 
Mass and then receiving the 
most precious gift of all, the 
Eucharist. Margaret Cecilia, 
Church of St Francis of Assisi, 
Cheras

“The Eucharistic 
Celebra t ion 

is part of my life. I 
missed visiting my 
Lord and welcoming 
Christ through the 
Eucharist during the 
Movement Control 
Order period. 

“Even though I   
attended online streaming Mass,  
there is nothing like attending a 
live Mass. 

“I was overjoyed when I heard 
that my parish was opening for 
public Mass. I was just wishing 
and praying to get a chance to 

attend Mass since only 
limited participants 
were allowed. 

“Praise The Lord I 
was selected, not only 
to attend the Mass but 
to serve as an Extraor-
dinary Minister of Holy 
Communion. 

“I am so blessed and 
I enjoyed participating at the 
Mass with the church commu-
nity. I will be grateful if I have 
a chance to attend Mass every 
Sunday with my family. — 
Edwin Edward Church of St 
Anne, Port Klang

“I was excited and anxious to go to church 
after three months and I only had spir-

itual communion through the online Mass.
I am soooo happy to receive Jesus sacra-

mentally. 
Was in the real mood and faith in the 

church. A Holy place to lift up everything to 
God

I felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
church.

I was glad to be present with our parish priest Fr Patrick 
Boudville who celebrated the Mass and for me to receive his 
blessings in person rather than online. — Veronica Rajah, 
Church of St Thomas, Kuantan

“Participating in the Holy Mass again 
has definitely filled a vacuum which 

grew within me for more than 100 days. 
The Eucharist is a communal celebration 
and being able to meet some familiar faces 
was somewhat thrilling, to say the least. 
However, the feeling of attending Mass 
without my young children was not a pleas-
ant one. 

Given the circumstances we are in and 
the strict restrictions that follows, two 
things were apparent to me during the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist. The first is never to lose the 
‘thirst’ for the Bread of Life. This experience has 
definitely ingrained in me never to take the Holy 
Mass and the Sacraments for granted.

The second was the consciousness of the con-
cluding rite where the faithful are sent forth to ful-

fil God’s will in their daily lives. Em-
powered by receiving Jesus in person, 
I felt more deeply able to share this 
living Christ with my children and all 
those I encounter. 

If those of us who are privileged 
to receive Him in person can share 
Jesus with the majority of those who 
have had spiritual communion, then 
perhaps the void can be filled up a lit-
tle quicker, hope can be strengthened 

and faith can be restored. In time we shall wor-
ship again safely as a community of faith, old and 
young, together as one. 

Till then, let us ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction and faithful in prayer’ Roman 12:12. 
—  Charmaine Amanda, Church of the Good           
Shepherd, Kuala Lumpur

“It was just amazing to be at Mass again in 
real life. It’s just not the same online.  The 

most amazing news was being selected to attend 
the first Mass after lockdown and this itself was 
a blessing to my family and I. 

“The first thing that flashed through my mind 
when I first knelt down on the church bench 
was that. There is Hope and Faith that Jesus has 
blessed us with. We had taken all things given 
for granted for far too long. Jesus is humbling 
me. 

“It was indeed most touching to receive 
Christ’s Body after so long and I had this feeling 

that the Holy Spirit 
was with me and 
I prayed for the 
world, for the peo-
ple suffering due 
to the pandemic. 

“I do look for-
ward to every Sunday now to see whether we’ve 
been shortlisted for Mass and I pray for forgive-
ness for taking things for granted when Masses 
were normal and we took matters so lightly.” 
— Lisa Khong, Church of St Anthony, Kuala 
Lumpur 
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“It was like meet-
ing someone 

after a long absence. 
Very spiritually bond-
ing. Generally when 
something becomes 
routine, it’s taken for 
granted and not val-
ued but after some 
period of deprivation, you tend 
to realise the loss and tend to 

cherish and value the 
intimate moments 
that you get to relate 
with the Lord. 

“I think for many it 
was a once in a life-
time experience of 
an enforced absence 
from Mass.” — John 

Bosco, Church of St Mary,   
Tapah

“Go i n g 
back for 

Mass felt amaz-
ing, it just gave 
a whole differ-
ent vibe which I 
had missed a lot. 
Online Masses 
didn’t quite feel 
the same as being 
there in person.” — Benedict Jeremiah,               
Minor Basilica St Anne, BM

“I am indeed blessed. It was a tearful ex-
perience; tears of joy, for Jesus has 

come to me sacramentally after a long break. 
I am very grateful that God has welcomed 
all of us back to His house of worship” —                                                        
Jacqueline Lourdes,  Church of the Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Butterworth 

“Going back 
for Mass 

made me realise 
that we took for 
granted our week-
ly Mass until the 
Movement Control 
Order hit us. We 
felt the absence of 
the physical touch 
of Jesus in the Eucharist and with 

our community. But it 
was a new experience 
participating in the on-
line Mass and it showed 
that we can worship the 
Lord wherever we are. 
I am thankful that we 
are back to our Masses 
in the church.” — Ma-
bel Dass, Church of the  

Divine Mercy, Penang.

“I felt very refreshed af-
ter attending my first 

Mass on July 5.
“I felt there was a sense 

of completeness in going 
to Mass physically and re-
ceiving Holy Communion 
sacramentally.

“Adding to my joy was 
seeing familiar faces in 
church and greeting them.

“I am thankful to God 
for this opportunity. The 
Lourdes Response team 
had arranged it in such a 
way that it was easy for 
everyone.

“Each parishioner was 

given a serial number for 
registration, then led to the 
temperature scanning area,  
before registering with the 
Health Ministry’s My Se-
jahtera App.

“As we entered the 
church, the hospitality 
ministers guided us to our 
seats.

“For the coming Sun-
day Mass plan, there 
will be different tag col-
ours based on regions 
and time of  Mass.” —                                              
Edward Lourdes Ambro-
se, Church of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Ipoh

“It was so good to 
be in church for 

Sunday Mass on July 
5.

“When I got ready to 
go to Mass, I was ask-
ing myself, is it true?

“Am I going to re-
ceive Holy Commun-
ion today?” 

Once in church, there was none 
of the usual noise – no children’s 
chatter.

“We had to go through the 

SOPs first and finally 
the much awaited mo-
ment came, and I re-
ceived the Holy Eucha-
rist.

“It was so enriching 
and fulfilling for me.” 

After Mass, parish 
priest Fr Simon asked 

all parishioners to leave immedi-
ately.

“I saw some friends (in church) 
but couldn’t chat with any of 
them.

“It was overall a good feel-
ing, and I hope parishioners who 
couldn’t attend Mass last week 
will be able to do so soon.

“Going to church was so nor-
mal and routine, but the precious-
ness of it was heightened during 
the Movement Control Order.

“At the same time, we were 
blessed to have online Mass 
streamings during these three 
months.” — Philomina a/p          
Asirvatham Church of the       
Sacred Heart Church, Kampar

“I have no words to express my feelings when 
I attended the first Mass after the Movement 

Control Order.
“It was like meeting a 

close friend after three 
months of absence.

“My longing to listen 
to God’s Word and re-
ceive His Body brought 
great satisfaction within 
me and I felt a deep union 
with His love.

“‘Taste and see that God is good,’ echoed in the 
very depth of my being. I felt tremendous peace 
and tranquillity. 

“I also felt his presence in an intimate way.” — 
Fatimah Naigam Anthony, Church of St John 
the Baptist

“Praise The Lord! After 
almost four months, 

I was able to attend a physi-
cal Mass. It’s really great to 
be home again, as I missed 
everyone. Thanks to all pa-
rishioners and to our par-
ish priest Fr Mark Michael 
who worked hard on pre-
paring the reopening of our 
church. God Bless everyone.” — Michelle Lai, 
Church of St Patrick, Kuala Kangsar

Penang diocese

malacca JoHore diocese

Never taking the Eucharist 
for granted again

“This past Sunday, being the 
first time in three months 

that the church opened its doors 
to its parishioners, the sense of re-
turning “home” was very special. 

“Everyone was in good spirits. 
Smiling and overjoyed to be in 
the midst of familiar faces after 

many months. While the MCO 
prevented us from being physi-
cally at church, I realise now that 
people have built sturdy ‘church-
es’ within themselves and have 
bridged the gap between them 
and God.

“I was filled with joy to be 

back at church. Attending Mass 
in person was very fulfilling. 
I’ve missed it very much over the 
MCO period and am grateful I was 
given the opportunity to physi-
cally attend the holy Mass again.” 
— Cassian Anthony, Church of 
St Francis Xavier, Melaka

“I was very happy to at-
tend Mass last Sunday. 

I was practically running to 
church. It was like missing 
someone we have not seen 
for a long time. 

“I have missed Our Lord 
so much. Previously I would 
take my time when I went for 
Mass but this time I made 
sure I was first in the queue. 
— Lilian Wong, Church of 
the Holy Family, Ulu Tiram

“I    felt very happy and joy-
ous to be attending Mass 

after so long. We cannot say 
that it is difficult even if in 
our current situation we have 
to follow a number of SOPs.” 
— Maria Soosay Madala-
muthu Chapel of St James, 
Merlimau

“It was al-
most 107 

days that I did 
not receive 
the Body of 
Christ. When 
I received the 
Eucharist on 
July 5 at about 
5.45pm, it was 
a historic mo-
ment.  I will never forget this until I 
die — Johnson D Mariadas, Chapel 
of St Anne, Alor Gajah

I am a member 
of the Parish 

Response Team. 
I was excited to 
be back in church 
even with the new 
normal. I felt a 
sense of belong-
ing as if someone 
is waiting to see 
you.

I was anxious 
when the members of the state 

ministry came to 
inspect to see if the 
parish had complied 
with all the SOPs. 

I was relieved 
when later we re-
ceived the news 
that the parish had 
received the ap-
proval to continue 
with Mass. — Stella 
Nixon, Church of 

the Holy Spirit, Jasin

“Let God’s house resound with joy! 
I could not hold back my tears and 

excitement upon hearing church bells being 
rung the first time after nearly four months. 
Despite all the obstacles faced, the self-dis-
cipline shown by all parishioners in adher-
ing to the SOPs is truly commendable. May 
we continue to practice the virtues of char-
ity, patience and understanding for one an-
other during this important period of time.” 
— Aaron Lim, City Parish, Penang
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KENINGAU: The Keningau Diocese So-
cial Communications Commission broad-
casted a talk June 17, Light and Easy Talk 
in Faith to discuss issues in The New Do-
mestic Church and Normal Church.

Four panelists were invited to discuss 
several topics which were moderated by 
Patrick Marius. The four panellists were: 
Bishop Cornelius Piong who talked about 
What is the domestic Church?, John Lainsin 
who spoke of What is the New Normal?; Fr 
David Gasikol who discussed Expressing 
Faith in the New Norm; and Nacy Nelly 
Joneh who talked about the SOPs In the 
Church.

Bishop Cornelius began the session by 
explaining, “The Church is not the build-
ing, the Church is the people. From the Old 
Testament to the New Testament, we see 
God using families for His plan of salva-
tion. From the families of Abraham, Moses, 
Anna and Jacob to Joseph and Mary, God 
finally sent His only Son into the world.

“Today, God uniquely uses families to 

build BECs, BECs build Catholic Commu-
nities (KUK), Catholic Communities build 
some parishes, and parishes build a diocese. 
And this is called the domestic Church 
(Lumen Gentium 11: Constitution of the 

Church).
John Lainsin in his segment said, this 

“new normal” is actually not very new. Our 
grandfathers practised this a long time ago, 
especially social distancing. For example, 

parents in the old times preferred girls to be 
less closely associated with boys to main-
tain dignity. 

John also said that the “new normal” 
brought some positive impacts such as a 
safer and cleaner environment, reminding 
people to be more socially responsible and 
to conserve nature. The popular catchcry, 
Kita Jaga Kita, calls us to always be con-
cerned and alert about others. 

Fr David stressed the role of the parents 
in his session, “Expressing faith in the new 
normal.” Parents are the primary educators 
in faith. 

Fr David emphasised that the parents’ 
role is not only during this post-MCO but 
to accompany their children into a lifelong 
journey of faith.  

The final discussion was about adher-
ence to the SOPs in celebrating public 
Mass. Nancy Nelly said the SOPs had been 
extended to all people and SOP compli-
ance was necessary to break COVID-19’s 
spread. — By Maria Claret

The new normal for the Church

KOTA KINABALU:  Face masks are an 
essential item during this pandemic to con-
tain the spread of the coronavirus. However, 
buying in bulk or even buying one is not al-
ways an easy thing for some families.

Realising the plight of the low income 
families, the Human Development Com-
mittee in Sacred Heart Cathedral (HDC-
SHC) has partnered with Shangri-La Group 
and Diversey, a leading global hygiene and 
cleaning company, in their Linen for Life 
Face Mask Programme, to produce reusable 
face masks made of linen for local commu-
nities in need.

Sr Anita James, from HDC-SHC, the pro-
ject coordinator, said the committee was 
eager to participate when Shangri-La ap-
proached them with the programme, “We’re 
pleased we are now able to further support 
the safety and wellbeing of families in need  
with a basic form of protection. We are look-
ing at producing thousands of face masks 
throughout the programme.”

“The HDC-SHC feels that producing your 
own linen face masks is more viable in terms 
of cost and more environmentally-friendly. 
The cost of one face mask in the market now 
is RM1.50, and is only for one-time use.

 “The face masks that we are making are 
washable and thus can be used for longer pe-

riods of time. We will be distributing them 
to the migrant and local families who are 
in need. The average size of a household is 
10 people with six to seven children,” she 
elaborated.

“We are happy to be collaborating with 
Diversey and Shangri-La once again after 
the success of the Soap for Hope initiative 
in 2017. In recent months, we have been 
supporting those financially impacted by 
the pandemic in terms of food aid, which 
reached 1,378 vulnerable migrant fami-
lies during the Movement Control Order 
(MCO).

The first training for face mask sew-
ing was held on June 27 in SHC and was 
attended by HDC and its counterparts, the 
Clare Missionaries and the Congregation of 
Franciscan Sisters.

Also present were Directors of Commu-
nications, Regina Sulit-Lain of Shangri-La’s 
Rasa Ria Resort and Spa in Tuaran and Clau-
dina Wong of Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Re-
sort and Spa. To kickstart the training, they 
donated the first batch of used and cleaned 
bedsheets, duvet covers and pillowcases to 
be repurposed into reusable face masks.

The training was conducted by Josepheine 
Felix Jumin, a local artisan who has been 
producing batik products since 2016. As 

part of their Corporate Social Responsibility 
programme, Shangri-La Rasa Ria has been 
partnering with Jumin by promoting her lo-
cal products in the international market.

Regina Sulit said, “Part of our mission 
is to reduce single-use plastic. During the 

MCO, we found a lot of used face masks ly-
ing waste on the ground. The upcycling of 
clean, used linen into face masks also pro-
vides Shangri-La with a meaningful way to 
help reduce environmental wastage.” — By 
Linda Edward, CS

RANAU: An online series of  Catholic 
Catechism with Fr Nicholas Stephen is 
being broadcasted via Facebook Cahaya 
Kinabalu. It is one of the efforts of the Cat-
echetical Commission of the Archdiocese 
of Kota Kinabalu to reach all catechism 
students and families, inviting them to 
deepen their religious knowledge as class-
es are closed during this time of pandemic. 

This programme airs three times a week 
at 7.00pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. The catechesis consists of three 
segments:

i. Heart to Heart with a Shepherd (Ru-
angan Hati ke Hati): Fr Nick answers a va-
riety of issues and questions regarding our 
Catholic faith. 

ii. Family Segment: Discusses family 
struggles and challenges in the modern era. 

iii. Children’s Segment: Fr Nick ap-
proaches  the children with his multiple 
talents such as drawing and playing tradi-
tional and modern music. He tells the story 
of Jesus, and through slide presentations, 

he talks about others in different countries, 
tells stories about saints and much more. 

On April 26, in the Family Segment, Fr 
Nick emphasised that life is an opportu-

nity to live life’s journey with one another. 
Thus, we have to use this time to spend 
with spouses, parents and children.

The parish priest of St Peter Claver also 
quoted Pope Francis during the 2015 Fam-
ily Convention. Fr Nick reiterated Pope 
Francis’ words that “We do not have per-
fect parents. We do not marry perfect peo-
ple or have perfect children. We complain 
about each other. Thus, forgiveness is very 
important in family life.”

Pope Francis also said, “Forgiveness is 
very important to our emotional health, re-
silience, and spirituality. Without forgive-
ness, there will be conflicts and wounded 
hearts in the family. Without forgiveness, 
families will be sick and broken.” 

Fr Nick also expressed his regret that 
there were many children who failed to 
perform their duties. Referring to personal 
experience, he said he had met with a num-
ber of poor parents whose children were 
successful at work but neglected their par-
ents. 

During the Family Segment on May 27, 
Fr Nick reminded everyone that COV-
ID-19 had forced families to get together. 
One does not have to be rich to have a 
happy family. Focus on simple tasks like 
smiling, giving words of encouragement to 
your children, and having meals together.

Many are busy working to accumulate 
money or property without realising that 
family is a priceless treasure. We must re-
member that Jesus chose to be born into 
a family. Jesus was happy to eat with his 
disciples and his family, said Fr Nick. 

Fr Nick shared his experience while 
serving in Lahad Datu. A Filipino youth 
was separated from her family when the 
family had to return to the Philippines and 
she missed them so much. Then one day, 
the youth called her family, and told them 
that she missed them. “When we lived to-
gether, we could eat together. Now we are 
apart but we can still eat at the table to-
gether at the table of the Eucharist!” – By 
Renee Nik 

Working together to help the poor

Kota Kinabalu Archdiocese organises online Catechism series for all

The moderator Patrick Marius

Josepheine Felix Jumin (left), local artisan, trains the HDC-SHC to sew linen face masks. (CS)

Screenshot of Fr Nicholas Stephen during one 
one of his segments.
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Web giants will not heed, 
for now, the Hong Kong 
security law

NEW DELHI: India records an 
average of nearly five custodial 
deaths each day. Most victims are 
from the Muslim, Dalit and tribal 
communities.

A report published by the Na-
tional Campaign Against Torture 
(NCAT) released on June 26 said 
1,731 persons died in custody in 
India during 2019. Of those, 1,606 
died in judicial custody and 125 
died in police custody.

The number was worse in 2018 
with 1,966 deaths, but NCAT said 
the figures do not reflect the extent 
of custodial deaths and torture in 
the country.

“The report is alarming and 
civil society and the government 
must urgently address it on a war 
footing or the poor and downtrod-
den will continue to suffer,” said 
Fr Nicholas Barla, secretary of the 
Indian Bishops’ Commission for 
Tribal Affairs.

Fr Barla, also a lawyer, said the 
main reason for custodial deaths 
among Dalits, Muslims and tribal 
people is lack of knowledge of the 
law, which leaves them vulnerable 
to people with influence.

“Police are rarely challenged or 
questioned as per the law, which is 
very unfortunate,” he said. “If you 
go to any police station or jail, you 
will find most of the arrested or 
accused are poor and marginalised 
people who can’t afford a lawyer 

and are ignorant of their rights.”
NCAT director Paritosh Chak-

ma said that out of the 125 deaths 
in police custody reported in 2019, 
75 victims (60 per cent) related to 
people from poor and marginal-
ised communities.

Most deaths were in Uttar 
Pradesh, with 14, followed by 
Tamil Nadu and Punjab, with 11 
each, and Bihar with 10.

Chakma said victims were 
picked up for petty crimes such as 
theft, burglary, cheating and gam-
bling, indicating their economic 
status.

Methods of torture included 
hammering iron nails into bodies, 
hitting private parts, applying chi-
li powder to private parts, urinat-
ing in mouths and forcing victims 
to perform oral sex, Chakma said.

NCAT highlighted that in many 
cases, the police attempted to de-
stroy evidence of torture by not 
conducting post-mortems. Bod-
ies of torture victims were often 
quickly cremated.

Franklin Caesar Thomas, found-
er of the National Council of Dalit 
Christians, said that “it is nothing 
new because Dalits, Muslims and 
tribals are subject to discrimina-
tion and suppressed.”

The situation will not change 
unless they are taught about their 
rights, he warned.

“They are tortured and sup-

pressed in jail or police custody 
because they are easy targets who 
will not revolt due to their socio-
economic conditions. There have 
been several cases when they 
were forced to sign a document 
where they admitted a crime they 
did not do,” said Thomas, a Su-
preme Court lawyer.

“The best way to save them 
from these difficulties is to teach 
them about the law, but it will take 
sustained efforts from civil soci-
ety and the government.”

Muhammad Arif, chairman 
of the Center for Harmony and 
Peace, said that when a crime is 
committed, only the names of 
Dalits, Muslims or tribal peo-
ple appear. “Does this mean that 
people from other communities 
do not commit any crime?”, he 
asked.

Arif said authorities know very 
well that it is easy to target the 
marginalised because they can't 
retaliate due to their lack of fi-
nances or back-up from their own 
communities.

Two Christian men died in the 
southern state of Tamil Nadu last 
month after allegedly being tor-
tured by police.

Rights groups are urging India 
to introduce laws against custodi-
al torture and to end impunity for 
perpetrators. — By Bijay Kumar 
Minj, ucanews.com

HONG KONG: The list of high-
tech giants that will not provide 
(for now) Hong Kong authorities 
with information on their users is 
growing.

Microsoft and Zoom joined Fa-
cebook, Google and Twitter on 
July 7, stating that they want to 
assess the impact of China’s new 
national security law on Hong 
Kong, including human rights, 
before making a final decision.

So far, the major US tech com-
panies have operated in Hong 
Kong without restrictions, re-
ceiving only a small number of 
requests regarding users.

The new legislation, which 
criminalises separatism, subver-
sion, terrorism and collusion with 
foreign forces, requires the tel-
ecom giants to work with the po-
lice of the former British colony.

In order to conform with the 
security law, they must close the 
personal accounts of people un-
der investigation, share their per-
sonal data, and delete their posts 
and comments.

The multinationals are taking 
their time, as they face the dilem-
ma of saving their business inter-
ests in China and Hong Kong or 

protecting the rights of their users 
as required by the United States 
government.

In the past, Apple, Yahoo and 
Cisco gave in to Beijing's de-
mands, sharing customer data 
and information, and taking part 
in building its firewall. The lat-
ter allows Chinese authorities 
to control internet traffic, and in 
some cases, led to the arrest of 
political activists and journalists.

In June, Zoom, the video-con-
ferencing programme, suspended 
the accounts of some activists for 
commemorating the 1989 Tian-
anmen massacre. At present, at 
the request of the Chinese gov-
ernment, the US-based company 
is studying ways to exclude Chi-
nese residents from using its ser-
vice.

According to several observers, 
the picture could change if the 
Trump administration imposes 
sanctions on US technology com-
panies that work with the Chinese 
government in implementing the 
new security law.

Technological dominance is a 
key aspect of the great geopoliti-
cal battle between the two super-
powers. — AsiaNews

Delhi police and paramilitary forces on duty at a protest against the Citizenship Amendment Act on Dec. 17, 2019. 
(Bijay Kumar Minj/UCA News)

The poverty rate in Iraq has grown from 22 to 34 per cent during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (AsiaNews)

BAGHDAD: Weakened by past 
wars, an economy grappling 
with low oil prices and a govern-
ment mired in corruption, Iraq 
is unable to defend itself against 
COVID-19.

Data from the International 
Rescue Committee reveals that 
the pandemic saw a 600 per cent 
increase in cases in June; four 
times more than the May figures. 
Two days ago, Iraq recorded 2567 
deaths and over 62275 cases of 
infection, mostly in Baghdad.

The situation is particularly 
grave given the insufficient 
health facilities. Iraq, which al-
locates only 1.8 per cent of its 

budget to healthcare, has only 1.4 
beds for every 1000 inhabitants; 
0.7 doctors per 1000 inhabitants 
and 500 ventilators for intensive 
care: all this for a population of 
39 million people.

Healthcare workers, who 
have been waiting for wages for 
months, often have to pay for 
their own protective material 
(masks, overalls, gloves ...). This 
has led to the infection of many 
doctors and nurses. According 
to Iraqi authorities, at least 13 
doctors have already died from 
COVID-19. People are enraged 
by the lack of health facilities and 
care for patients.

But it is, above all, the econom-
ic crisis that weighs on the coun-
try and makes the containment of 
the pandemic almost impossible. 
Many Iraqis who have to work 
to provide for their family’s sur-
vival do not respect quarantine 
measures.

The Ministry of Social Affairs 
says that during the pandemic, 
the poverty rate in the country 
has grown from 22 to 34 per cent. 
The most exposed to the risk of 
contagion are those who live in 
the slums, about 3 million, and 
internal refugees, about 1.5 mil-
lion. — By Joseph Mahmoud, 
AsiaNews

Baghdad is losing battle against COVID-19 and poverty

India’s shocking toll 
of  custodial deaths

Protesters in Hong Kong making gestures of 1 and 5 fingers, symbolising the 
five demands of the protest movement. (AsiaNews)



Vietnamese activist sentenced to eight 
years for criticising the government

MYANMAR Archbishop Marco 
Tin Win is among the Asian prel-
ates Pope Francis has appointed 
as new members of the Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dia-
logue.

The announcement of the ap-
pointments was made at the Vati-
can on July 8.

The Pontifical Council is the 
central office for the promotion of 
interfaith dialogue in accordance 
with the spirit of the Second Vati-
can Council, particularly the Nos-
tra aetate declaration.

It is responsible for promoting 
mutual understanding, respect and 
collaboration between Catholics 
and followers of other religious 
traditions; encouraging the study 
of religions; and promoting the 
formation of persons dedicated 
to dialogue, according to Vatican 
news.

The other Asian prelates joining 
the council are Indonesia’s Car-
dinal Ignatius Suharyo Hardjoat-
modjo and Japan’s Bishop Yoshi-

nao Otsuka.  Archbishop Felix 
Anthony Machado of Vasai, Bish-
op Raphy Manjaly of Allahabad 

and Joseph Đình Đúc Đao of Xuân 
Lôc in Vietnam are also among the 
newly named members.

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, 
the Filipino prefect of the Con-
gregation for the Evangelisation 

of Peoples, is also among the new 
members.

Archbishop Tin Win became an 
ordinary of Mandalay Archdiocese 
in June 2019 after Archbishop 
Nicholas Mang Thang stepped 
down after reaching the retirement 
age of 75.

He has a strong commitment to 
interfaith harmony and has car-
ried out projects with Buddhists, 
Muslims and Hindus. He has also 
written books about interfaith dia-
logue.

The 60-year-old bishop was 
the secretary of the Commission 
for Interreligious Dialogue at the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
Myanmar.

When Archbishop Tin Win was 
appointed as the new prelate in 
Mandalay, Cardinal Charles Bo of 
Yangon said: “His deep spiritual-
ity, his friendship with monks and 
his efforts at dialogue with reli-
gions and culture are the timely 
gifts he brings to Myanmar.” — 
By John Zaw, ucanews.com

HANOI: A Vietnamese court sen-
tenced pro-democracy advocate 
Nguyễn Quốc Đức Vượng to eight 
years in prison, plus three years of 
probation.

The court found the activist, ar-
rested on 23 September last year, 
guilty of “criticising” the govern-
ment and the communist regime 
on Facebook.

For Nguyễn’s lawyer, the sen-
tence is too severe. Experts say 
that this is the toughest verdict 
ever by a court so far for an of-
fence associated with social media 
content; however, it reflects grow-
ing repression by the country’s 
authorities.

After a three-hour trial, Nguyen 
was found guilty of “making, stor-
ing, distributing, or disseminat-
ing information, documents, and 

items against the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam” in violation of Ar-
ticle 117 of Vietnam’s Penal Code.

According to Human Rights 
Watch (HRW), during a livestream 
video, Nguyễn said: “I am not cer-
tain that the entire state apparatus 
is corrupt, but I am 100 percent 
certain that those who have been 
involved in corruption are Com-
munist Party members. Vietnam 
only allows one single party and 
does not allow any competing op-
position.”

On his account, which had more 
than 10,000 followers, he dis-
cussed sensitive issues like land 
seizures and political prisoners. 
He also expressed support for 
Hong Kong protesters opposed to 
the extradition bill to China law 
and for government change in 

Venezuela.
His defence attorney, Nguyễn 

Văn Miếng, noted that the court 

did not explain which of the 366 
posts or 98 videos were at fault.

Official media, including Viet-

nam News, claimed the activist 
admitted to all the charges and that 
he did not oppose the prosecution.

Radio Free Asia (RFA) recently 
estimated that at least a dozen ac-
tivists or ordinary people broke 
the law by posting on social me-
dia.

Vietnam has a population of 92 
million, with 55 million using Fa-
cebook. However, it is not deemed 
free because of systematic internet 
censorship and suppression of free 
thought in the press.

Dissent is not tolerated by the 
country’s one-party Communist 
regime. The authorities routinely 
use the Penal Code to arrest and 
convict tens, if not hundreds of 
bloggers, writers, journalists, en-
vironmentalists and activists. — 
AsiaNews/Agencies
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Vietnamese blogger Nguyễn Quốc Đức Vượng, was sentenced to eight years 
in prison for critising the government.

Myanmar archbishop joins Vatican interfaith council

PAKISTAN Muslim leaders in 
Pakistan have described Fr Fran-
cis Nadeem OFM, Provincial of 
the Capuchins in Pakistan and Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the National 
Commission for Interreligious 
Dialogue and Ecumenism, who 
died in Lahore on 3 July, as an 
“Ambassador of Peace.”

Mufti Syed Ashiq Hussain, 
Muslim scholar and a friend of 
Fr Francis, said: “Friar Francis 
Nadeem was the backbone of the 
mission of interreligious dialogue 
in Pakistan. After his death we 
feel orphaned, we hope and pray 
his legacy inspire many Christians 
and Muslims in this mission. 

“I worked with him for the last 
17 years. He was always very 
humble, and dedicated to his mis-
sion. He never chased fame, and 

he carried out his mission in si-
lence, which was to spread love, 
peace and harmony among peo-
ple of various faiths. He put all 
of himself to bring fraternity and 
unity among Christians and Mus-
lims, and he sensitized public and 
Islamic schools with a message 
of unity, reception and tolerance. 
He was twice honoured by the 
President of Pakistan for his good 
work in strengthening peace and 
harmony.”

Allama Muhammad Ahsan Sid-
diqui, Chairman of the Interfaith 
Commission for Peace and Har-
mony, said: “He was a commit-
ted and zealous man, a great man 
and an excellent priest. He was 
a true ambassador of peace and 
a true patriot. Pakistan has lost a 
vibrant and dynamic personality. 

His death is a great loss for the 
cause of interreligious dialogue. 
His commitment to promoting 
dialogue and tolerance will al-
ways be remembered. We will do 
our best to continue that commit-
ment.”

Pastor Shahid Meraj of the 
Church of Pakistan, part of the 
Anglican Communion, recalls Fr 
Francis Nadeem as “a bridge of 
unity between Christians and peo-
ple of other faiths.”

Fr Pascal Robert OFM remem-
bers him as “always full of ideas, 
activities and projects to be im-
plemented. He was a forward-
looking leader,” and quotes “an 
important book on the contribu-
tion of religious minorities to the 
development and progress of the 
country.”

Dominican Fr Nadeem Joseph 
OP was described “as a friar who, 
inspired by Francis of Assisi, fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ, becoming an ambassador 

of peace and applying in his life 
the Prayer of St Francis which 
says: Lord make me an instru-
ment of your peace, where there is 
hatred, let me sow love.” —  ICN

Pakistan: Muslim and Christian leaders praise Franciscan peacemaker

Fr Francis with peace pilgrimage Feb 2019 (ICN)

Archbishop Marco Tin Win (right) watches a Buddhist monk light a peace candle during an interfaith programme at 
the Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mandalay, in December 2016. (Photo: UCA News)
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In some countries a form of religious-cultural national-
ism is back in vogue. Religion is exploited both to obtain 

popular support and to launch a political message that is 
identified with people’s loyalty and devotion to a nation. It 
is taken for granted that people have in religion a common 
identity, origin and history, and that these support an ideo-
logical, cultural and religious homogeneity that is strength-
ened by geopolitical boundaries.

In reality, in today’s globalised world, there is no geo-
graphical entity that can be defined as a “nation” that has 
within it a single homogeneous identity from a linguistic 
or religious point of view, or indeed from any other point 
of view. Therefore, radical nationalism is only possible if it 
eliminates diversity. It follows that a liberating deconstruc-
tion of nationalism is more necessary than ever.

Let us be clear: nationalism should never be confused 
with patriotism. In fact, while the “patriot is proud of his 
country for what it does, the nationalist boasts of his coun-
try, whatever it does; the former contributes to creating 
a sense of responsibility, while the latter gives rise to the 
blind arrogance that leads to war.”1

The relevance of a theological response to nationalism
An appropriate response to nationalism is an authenti-
cally religious response, that is, a response that, through 
theology, grasps the essence of religious discourse itself, 
deconstructing narratives and practices that threaten to be 
destructive rather than constructive, precisely like those of 
nationalism. Theology is not only important, but essential 
in deconstructing so many dangerous narratives and prac-
tices that dehumanise individuals and communities, such as 
the rhetoric and practice of religious-cultural nationalism.

Pope Francis has spoken about the role of religions in 
the face of today’s dangers: “Religions therefore have an 
educational task: to help bring out the best in each person.” 
This is the opposite of “the rigid and fundamentalist reac-
tions on the part of those who, through violent words and 
deeds, seek to impose extreme and radical attitudes which 
are furthest from the living God.” 
The ‘neighbour’ instead of nationalism
It is enlightening to consider the parable of the Good Sa-
maritan (cf. Luke 10:25-37). Its impact comes from the 
prominence given to a Samaritan instead of to a (good) 
Jew. While criticising the priest and the Levite for their 
narrow-minded religiosity, the parable could have exalted 
any poor Jew. Why does it exalt a Samaritan instead? The 
new category, that of the “neighbour,” is an antidote to na-
tionalist self-justification. The neighbour does not coincide 
with the co-religionist and the compatriot.

The parable of the Good Samaritan debunks the myth of 
a nationalism that aims to build a nation on the rubble of 
some of its citizens and neighbours. The commitment to 
become anyone’s neighbour, as extolled in the parable, de-
mands concrete steps. Before a true and living neighbour, 
nationalism and hypocritical patriotism end up in oblivion 
and the concrete truth of every human being created in the 
image and likeness of God emerges. 

Rightly, therefore, “the parable of the Good Samaritan 
establishes the priority not of my people or my nation, but 
of the needy, whoever and wherever they may be. By con-
trast, the factiousness of the nationalist arbitrarily favours 
those who before God have no special privileges or condi-
tions. Jesus teaches a radical love that recognises the equal 
value of every person created in God’s image, and forbids 
special treatment for me and mine.”2 
—  By Fr Joseph Lobo, SJ, La Civilta Cattolica
1] S. J. Harris, Strictly Personal, Washington DC, H. Regnery Co, 1953.
2] T. D. Kennedy, “Patriotism and Empire”, in Word & World 25 (2005/2) 
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Against religious 
nationalism

Certain doctrinal criticisms of 
the current pontificate show a 
gradual but increasingly clear-

cut separation from the Second Vatican 
Council — not from a certain inter-
pretation of some texts, but from the 
Council texts themselves. Some in-
terpretations that insist on contrasting 
Pope Francis with his immediate prede-
cessors thus end up openly criticizing 
even St John Paul II and Benedict XVI, 
or by passing over in silence some fun-
damental aspects of their ministry that 
represent evident developments of the 
latest Council.

The prophecy of dialogue
One example of this was the recent 
25th anniversary of the encyclical Ut 
unum sint, in which Pope St John Paul 
II stated that ecumenical commitment 
and dialogue with non-Catholics are a 
priority of the Church. This anniversary 
has been ignored by those who today 
propose a reductive interpretation of 
tradition, closed to that “dialogue of 
love,” beyond the doctrinal, which was 
promoted by the Polish Pope in obe-
dience to our Lord’s ardent desire for 
unity.

The prophecy of forgiveness
Equally overlooked was another impor-
tant anniversary: the request for jubilee 
forgiveness strongly desired by St John 
Paul II on 12 March twenty years ago. 
The prophetic power of this Pontiff who 
asked forgiveness for the sins commit-
ted by the children of the Church was 
overflowing. And when one speaks of 
“children” the popes are also included. 
As we know, those who ask forgive-
ness for mistakes made put themselves 
in a risky situation of scrutiny. St John 
Paul II prophetically chose the path of 
truth. The Church cannot and must not 
be afraid of the truth. The then-Cardi-
nal Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, underlined the “novelty of this 
gesture,” a “public act of repentance of 
the Church for the sins of the past and 
today,” a “mea culpa of the Pope in the 
name of the Church,” a truly “new ges-
ture, but nevertheless in profound con-
tinuity with the history of the Church, 
and with its self-awareness.”

The development of the concept of 
freedom
In the New Testament, but not only 
there, can be found very profound calls 
to freedom that have changed history; 
but they are discovered slowly. Pope 
Boniface VIII, with the Bull Unam 
sanctam of 1302, reaffirmed the superi-
ority of spiritual authority over tempo-
ral authority. It was a different era. 

Almost 700 years later, John Paul 
II, speaking in Strasbourg before the 
European Parliament, observed that 

medieval Christianity still did not dis-
tinguish “between the proper spheres 
of faith and that of civil life”. The con-
sequence of this vision was the “inte-
gralist temptation to exclude those who 
did not profess the true faith from the 
temporal community”. Even as late 
as 1791, in a letter to the French bish-
ops, Pius VI criticised the Constitution 
passed by the National Assembly that 
“established as a principle of natural 
law that a person living in Society must 
be completely free. That is, he or she 
must not be disturbed by anyone, and 
can freely think as he or she likes, and 
write and even publish in print anything 
in matters of Religion.”

And in 1832, Gregory XVI’s Encyc-
lical Mirari vos spoke of freedom of 
conscience as a “most poisonous error” 
and “delirium”; while Pius IX in the 
1864 Syllabus condemns among “the 
principal errors of our age” the idea 
that it is no longer appropriate “that the 
Catholic religion should be considered 
the only religion of the State, exclud-
ing all other religions, never minding 
what one wants” and the fact that “in 
some Catholic countries it has been 
established by law that those who go 
there are entitled to have public wor-
ship proper to each one." The Second 
Vatican Council, with its Declarations 
Dignitatis humanae, On Religious 
Freedom; and Nostra aetate, on the Re-
lation of the Church with non-Christian 
Religions, makes a leap forward that 
recalls the Council of Jerusalem of the 
first Christian community that opened 
the Church to all humanity. Faced with 
these challenges, St John Paul II af-
firmed that “the pastor must show that 
he is ready for authentic boldness”.  

When does tradition stop?
In 1988 the schism of the Lefebvrian 
traditionalists was confirmed. They re-
jected the developments brought about 
by Vatican Council II, saying that a 
new Church had been created. Benedict 
XVI used a strong image when he ex-
horted them to not “freeze the Church’s 
teaching authority... in the year 1962.” 
Something similar had already hap-
pened in 1870, when the so-called “old 
Catholics” condemned the First Vatican 

Council on account of the dogma of pa-
pal infallibility. 

The Catholic Church has journeyed 
through more than twenty Councils in 
history. Each time there was someone 
who did not accept the new develop-
ments. Pius IX in 1854 proclaimed the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception. 
But a great saint, Bernard of Clairvaux, 
though one of the most ardent propaga-
tors of Marian devotion, expressed his 
opposition to this truth some centuries 
earlier. “I am very concerned, since 
many of you have decided to change 
the conditions of important events, 
such as introducing this feast unknown 
to the Church, certainly not approved 
by Reason, and not even justified by 
ancient Tradition. Are we really more 
erudite and pious than our ancient fa-
thers?” This was in the 12th century. 
The Church, since then, has introduced 
other unknown feasts that probably 
would have scandalized many of the 
faithful who lived in previous centu-
ries.

The way of Jesus: new and old things
Jesus said that He did not come to 
abolish the Law, “but to fullfil it” (Mt 
5:17). He taught us not to break “even 
the smallest of these precepts” (Mt 
5:19). Yet He was accused of violating 
the Mosaic Law, such as the Sabbath 
rest or the prohibition of associating 
with public sinners. And the apostles 
took the great leap: they abolished the 
sacred obligation of circumcision, dat-
ing back even to Abraham and in force 
for 2000 years, and opened the door to 
the pagans - something unthinkable at 
that time. “Behold,” says the Lord, “I 
make all things new” (Rev 21, 5). It 
is the “new wine” of evangelical love 
that always suffers the risk of being put 
in the “old wineskins” of our religious 
insecurity, which so often silences the 
living God who never stops speaking 
to us. It is the wisdom of the “disciple 
of the kingdom of heaven” who seeks 
the fullness of the Law and justice that 
surpasses that of the scribes and Phari-
sees, bringing out “new and old things 
from his treasure” (Mt 13:52). Not new 
things only, nor only old things. — By 
Sergio Certofanti, Vatican News

The development 
of  doctrine is 
fidelity in newness

“Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:20) (Vatican News)
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Certain critiques of the current pontificate challenge the Second Vatican Council and end up forgetting the          
Magisterium of St John Paul II and Benedict XVI.
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Gudrun Sailer (GS): Fr Daisuke, please 
explain how you see your role as an expert 
in ethical investment fits in with the vow of 
poverty you have taken as a religious?
Fr Daisuke Narui: I believe the vow of 
poverty has some perspectives in religious 
life and mission. Basically, it is to offer and 
share everything for God. To do so, we join 
the poverty of Jesus, who made himself poor 
and loved the poor. We follow this example, 
therefore our investments, or even when re-
ceiving donations, we must consider that 
money and goods need to be used in solidar-
ity with the poor. If we help the poor, and at 
the same time we destroy the environment 
and the lives of poor people through invest-
ment, or if we receive donations from compa-
nies that destroy the environment, our work 
becomes meaningless.

GS: This is basically what Pope Fran-
cis writes in his encyclical “Laudato 
Si”.  In concrete terms, you have been 
a member of the Ethics Investment 
Council of Steyler Bank in Germany 
since 2018. What must an investment 
take into account to be ethical?
I was a member of the Council of Ethics of 
the Steyler Bank, the SVD bank in Germany. 
My role in this Council was to bring the lo-
cal voice, the voice of the SVD religious mis-
sionaries in 80 countries, bringing the real in-
formation regarding the ethical performance 
of multinational companies. The Steyler 
Bank listens to such voices and utilizes the 
information to make its investments more 
ethical.

As for your question, basically there are 
two ways to make an investment ethical.

The first way is the prevention of injustice, 
human rights violations and environmental 
destruction through investment. To do this, 
we avoid investing in unethical business such 
as those which involve environmental deg-
radation, abortion, embryonic research, the 
military industry, or labour rights violations.

The second way is to promote ethical busi-
ness, which involves products and the servic-
es which provide environmental benefits and 
care for people, like renewable energy, equal 
employment opportunity, contribution for the 
local community, Corporate Social Respon-
sibility, etc.

So it is important to check the portfolio of 
the investment products to see whether the 
investments really go to ethical businesses or 
not.

GS: The whole world is currently con-
cerned about economic recovery after 
the collapse caused by the Coronavi-
rus pandemic. Some say that the situ-
ation must be restored as quickly as 
possible in order to avoid more pov-
erty. Others say that this is the chance 
to start a new form of economics. 
What criteria should be used as a 
guide from a Catholic perspective?
As Pope Francis says, the poor and the most 
vulnerable people should not be left behind. 
There are so many people who have lost their 
jobs and many of them, like migrants, have 
no access to social security. The local Church 
should be attentive to such people and should 
collaborate with the local government offices 
to make social security available to all. Hu-
man rights must be respected in such a time.

GS: Just economic activity has al-
ways been a concern of Catholic so-
cial teaching, but the issue has never 
been so present as it is now under 
Pope Francis, the first pope from a 
developing country. Is it because of 
the times we are living in, or because 
of this Pope?

It is difficult question… but I personally 
think it is both. Obviously economic injus-
tice against human beings and creation is a 
sign of the times, and Pope Francis has been 
guiding and animating the world to tackle 
this issue.

I have visited around 50 countries, and I 
always feel that the way of life and the mes-
sages of Pope Francis are very appealing to 
people, that people are motivated to react to 
the challenges from the Pope. I saw many 
parishes in different continents working on 
environmental issues, reviewing their way 
of economic life as a part of environmental 
conversion.

GS: You served as Secretary of Cari-
tas Japan for about ten years, and in 
that capacity, you were responsible 
for the distribution of relief goods 
after the earthquake and tsunami of 
2011. What did that time teach you 
about the question of justice?
From my experience, it became so clear to 
me that the people who were poor and vul-
nerable before the disaster become poorer 
and more vulnerable after the disaster. They 
are the ones who suffer the most. Public 
help goes to the bigger groups first, and not 
to the small communities such as the com-
munities in remote islands. The Catholic 
Church must be sensitive to such a gap, and 
accompany the most vulnerable people.

Another important learning was that the 
local government and the bigger relief or-
ganizations are really good at distributing re-
lief materials and at other specific activities 
such as health care. The Catholic Church in 
Japan is small, so we could not do the same, 
but we could accompany the cry and strug-
gle of the people. Countless houses were 
hit by the tsunami and everything in those 
houses was contaminated with mud and 
debris. When the affected people, together 
with volunteers, cleaned up the houses, they 
worked hard and had the strength for that. 
But once their houses became clean, the 
fact that they had lost family members be-
came a clear reality and they were hit with 
the sense of loss, which is unbearable pain, 
and people lost their strength. We, the Cath-
olic Church, accompanied such people. Not 
just giving basic needs, cleaning up the 
houses, but accompanying people in their 
grief. The Catholic Church sees human per-
sons from a holistic point of view, which 
includes mental and spiritual perspectives, 
and it is very important to have such a view 
in a time of disaster. The Catholic Church 
should be able to make volunteers available 
to accompany such people, spend time just 
to listen to their grief, and make financial 
backup available for such accompaniment.

GS: Pope Francis has appointed you 
as a bishop in Japan. What do you 
wish to bring to this ministry, from 
your personal background?
When I was told about this appointment, I 
was so surprised! I have been a priest for 
20 years, but worked in a parish for only 
3 years in the beginning, as a parish priest. 
I really do not know about the work in a 
parish and in a diocese. So the first thing I 
have to do is to learn from the people, from 
fellow priests, the parishioners, laypeople, 
teachers in the catholic schools. Only after 
that, I can set my vision as a bishop. Apart 
from that, my experience in Rome has giv-
en me quite a lot of great inspirations about 
the Church. What I learned is the collabo-
rative Church. Especially with the women. 
In that perspective, I experienced a lot of 
collaboration in Rome. I hope I can con-
tinue collaborating with laypeople, women, 
in different responsibilities. Another thing 
is, after my appointment was announced, I 
was told by many friends: “do not forget the 
poor”. As my role has been the Justice and 
Peace Coordinator (in my congregation), I 
really hope to continue working on this is-
sue: “do not forget the poor” in this new re-
sponsibility. 

Church must help ethical 
post-pandemic economic recovery

As nations and communities across 
the globe strive to relaunch their 
shattered economies through invest-
ment, innovation, growth and (hope-
fully) sustainability, the Church has 
the responsibility to accompany lead-
ers and policy-makers and make sure 
development is just and sustainable.

As the recently appointed bish-
op of Nigata in Japan, Fr Daisuke 
Narui of the Society of the Divine 
Word explains, Catholic economists 
are warning against investments 
that may appear fruitful, but that 
are based on unethical practices and 
exploitation of persons and/or the 
environment.

Members of the Society of the 
Divine Word are popularly called 
Verbites or the Divine Word Mis-
sionaries, and sometimes the Steyler 
Missionaries. 

Fr Daisuke is an economist, known 
for his work in peace, justice and the 
integrity of creation as well as for 
his advocacy on behalf of migrants.

Since 2018 he has been part of the 
Council on Ethics, an advisory body 
for Steyler Bank in Germany, an 
ethical-ecological bank and a Chris-
tian finance of the “Steyler Mis-
sionare” that creates funds from an 
ethical point of view.  Steyler Bank, 
which some refer to it as SVD Bank, 
is the only bank founded by and be-
longing to a religious congregation 
in the Catholic Church.

Here is the interview with Vatina 
News’ Gudrun Sailer

Construction workers waiting to work in the informal sector in Cape Town, South Africa  (Vatican News/ANSA)

Fr Daisuke Narui



Imagine this. You are a dutiful 
daughter or son and your mother 
is widowed and living in an 

assisted living facility. You happen 
to be living close by while your 
sister is living across the country, 
thousands of miles away. So the 
weight falls on you to be the one to 
help take care of your mother. You 
dutifully visit her each day. Every 
afternoon, on your way home from 
work, you stop and spend an hour 
with her as she has her early dinner. 
And you do this faithfully, five 
times a week, year after year.

As you spend this hour each day 
with your mother, year after year, 
how many times during the course 
of a year will you have a truly 
stimulating and deep conversation 
with your mother? Once? Twice? 
Never? What are you talking 
about each day? Trivial things: 
the weather, your favourite sports 
team, what your kids are doing, the 
latest show on television, her aches 
and pains, and the mundane details 
of your own life. Occasionally you 
might even doze off for a while 
as she eats her early dinner. In a 
good year, perhaps once or twice, 
the conversation will take on some 
depth and the two of you will share 

more deeply about something 
of importance; but, save for that 
rare occasion, you will simply be 
filling in the time each day with 
superficial conversation.

But, and this is the question, 
are those daily visits with your 
mother in fact superficial, 
merely functionary because your 
conversations aren’t deep? Are you 
simply going through the motions 
of intimate relationship because of 
duty? Is anything deep happening?

Well, compare this with your 
sister who is (conveniently) living 
across the country and comes home 
once a year to visit your mother. 
When she visits, both she and your 
mother are wonderfully animated, 
they embrace enthusiastically, shed 
some tears upon seeing each other, 
and seemingly talk about things 
beyond the weather, their favourite 
sports teams, and their own 
tiredness. And you could kill them 
both! It seems that in this once-a-
year meeting they have something 
that you, who visit daily, do not 
have. But is this true? Is what is 
happening between your sister and 
your mother in fact deeper than 
what is occurring each day when 
you visit your mother?

Absolutely not. What they have 
is, no doubt, more emotional and 
more affective, but it is, at the end 
of day, not particularly deep. When 
your mother dies, you will know 
your mother better than anyone 
else knows her and you will be 
much closer to her than your 
sister. Why? Because through all 
those days when you visited her 
and seemed to talk about nothing 
beyond the weather, some deeper 
things were happening under the 
surface. When your sister visited 
your mother things were happening 
on the surface(though emotionally 
and affectively the surface can 

look wonderfully more intriguing 
than what lies beneath it.) That is 
why honeymoons look better than 
marriage.

What your sister had with your 
mother is what novices experience 
in prayer and what couples 
experience on a honeymoon. 
What you had with your mother 
is what people experience in 
prayer and relationships when 
they are faithful over a long period 
of time. At a certain level of 
intimacy in all our relationships, 
including our relationship with 
God in prayer, the emotions and 
the affectivity (wonderful as they 
are) will become less and less 
important and the simple presence, 
just being together, will become 
paramount. Previous to that, the 
important things were happening 
on the surface and emotions and 
affectivity were important; now 
deep bonding is happening beneath 
the surface and emotions and 
affectivity recede in importance. At 
a certain depth of relationship, just 
being present to each other is what 
is important.

Too often, both popular 
psychology and popular 
spirituality do not really grasp 

this and consequently confuse 
the novice with the proficient, the 
honeymoon with the wedding, and 
the surface with the depth. In all of 
our relationships, we cannot make 
promises as to how we will always 
feel, but we can make promises to 
always be faithful, to show up, to 
be there, even if we are only talking 
about the weather, our favourite 
sports team, the latest television 
program, or our own tiredness. 
And it is okay occasionally to 
fall asleep while there, because 
as Therese of Lisieux once said: 
a little child is equally pleasing 
to its parents, awake or asleep, 
probably more asleep! That also 
holds true for prayer. God does 
not mind us occasionally napping 
while at prayer because we are 
there and that is enough. The great 
Spanish doctor of the soul, John of 
the Cross, tells us that as we travel 
deeper into any relationship, be it 
with God in prayer, with each other 
in intimacy, or with the community 
at large in service, eventually the 
surface will be less emotive and 
less affective and the deeper things 
will begin to happen under the 
surface. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, 
all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Deeper things under the surface

Does a black Jesus matter?
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One of the spillovers of the Black 
Lives Matter campaign in the 

US is the aggressive reaction to the 
names and statues of dead white men 
whose racist legacies continue in 
many institutions in the West.

So we have seen statues of Con-
federate generals and politicians de-
molished, the names of  institutions 
changed, and we’ve applauded the 
demands for greater racial inclusivity 
in the public sphere.

This is why Black Lives Matter, 
like the earlier Me Too movement, 
is a revolution of sorts. It challenges
existing norms and patterns, and it 
calls out loudly for change. All revo-
lutions do this.

But these demands are not just for 
sociopolitical change but for a change 
of attitude as well. And this means re-
ligious change too — for nothing so 
shapes our beliefs and mindsets as 
the religious values which influence 
our lives.

And many of these values are im-
bibed unknowingly from the pictures 
and movies we see.

A little story will illustrate what 
I mean. An American evangelical 
group once commissioned well-
known Indian Christian artist Frank 
Wesley to paint a mural for a new 
church being built in Tokyo. Wes-
ley chose as his theme Christ rais-
ing the paralytic by the pool (John c. 
5). When the mural was completed, 
he invited his sponsors to view the 
painting before it was installed in the 
church. Some board members did so 
and then huddled together agitated 
before confronting the artist. “Mr 
Wesley,” they protested, “we can’t 
use this picture! You’ve painted Jesus 
Christ as a coloured man!”

Thus the question: are our imagi-
nations so colonised that whatever is 
white is pure and beautiful, and what-
ever is black is ugly and demonic? In 
other words, do we ever critique the 
sacred figures and persons we revere 
and pray to? How do we imagine our 
gods and saints? What lies at the root 
of such fantasies?

This is not just a Christian issue, 
though this article will restrict itself 
to just the Christian culture. Rather, 
its ramifications reach far beyond. It 
affects all religious symbols — the 
ways Hindus depict their gods and 
goddesses, their devas and asuras; 
why Muslim iconography is ada-
mantly against any human image; 
and the lurid sexual imagery found in 
many tribal sanctuaries.

Typical images of Jesus and the 
saints
The traditional religious imagery, 
which many Asian Christians have 
grown up with, has been Western. It 
is, may we say, a white man’s fantasy.

Jesus is presented as a white man, 
with long blond hair and a beard, 
and draped in a white and red flow-
ing garment. God the Father is an 
old white man with a flowing white 
beard, and the Holy Spirit is a white 
bird! Mother Mary, also in white and 
blue, is sexless and insipid. Angels 
are usually nubile young women in 
flowing white, with eagle’s wings 
(never mind that all the biblical 
names for the angels are masculine), 
and devils are always ugly black 
men with horns, bat’s wings, cloven 
hooves and  dragon’s tails.

Thus does imagination shape our 
piety and devotion. Countless exam-
ples of calendar art and church statu-

ary reinforce these impressions.
Few of us would ever publicly 

question such depictions, so thor-
oughly have we taken them for 
granted. For such depictions, like 
church architecture, ritual vestments 
and hymnody are part and parcel 
of  a complex of  signs and symbols 
which took the Christian neophyte 
away from his indigenous roots and 
gave him a special identity, a new 
reference group — a foreign, West-
ern ethos — whose main attractive-
ness lay in being distinct and differ-
ent from his native background. If it 
was foreign and Western, it was cer-
tainly better. Generations of Chris-
tians thought so.

This is why when, in more recent 
times, contemporary Christian artists 
have attempted to give churches an 
indigenous look (modelling them on 
temple architecture, for instance) or 
to give Jesus a dark, indigenous face,
and Mary an indigenous saree, these 
very innovations have met with re-
sistance or disdain from Christians 
themselves.

What each generation wants
There’s an old saying regarding im-
migration: “The second generation 
always tries to remember what the 
first generation always wanted to 
forget.” 

The same can be said of the ways 
in which Christians in Asia see them-
selves.

In converting to a new way of life, 
earlier generations sought to escape 
caste oppression and the humilia-
tions inflicted on them by their native 
religious establishment. The neo-
phyte consciously opted for a better 
life in terms of  personal dignity and 

freedom. Changing their gods and 
changing  their names was one way 
to achieve this.

Where their more primitive dei-
ties thrived on fear and appeasement, 
Jesus and his saints offered peace, 
healing and sense of  egalitarian 
community. So what if they looked 
different? It was better that they were 
different!

Over the years, the wheel has 
come full circle. Those who had 
hoped for dignity and freedom in the 
new community they joined have 
found that prejudice, discrimination 
and hostility exist even there. For the 
Church is not the egalitarian society 
they had hoped for but is also riven 
by factions, rigidity and contempt for 
the poor.

The white Jesus brought to his 
faithful the very same bias and arro-
gance of pagan religions in the differ-
ent forms of racism, sexual inequity 
and class differences we see today. 
The recent scandals in the Catholic 
Church related to sexual abuse and 
finances are surely proof enough.

Why a black Jesus matters
We began by asking: Does a black 
Jesus matter? Paraphrasing this, we 
ask again: Does a Dalit Jesus matter? 
Or a poor Jesus? Does a Jesus mat-
ter who asserts the place of women 
in his life?

Yes, it does. This is what incarna-
tion means — Jesus is a wholly Jew-
ish man, with a brown face and skin, 
a black body, Mongolian features 
and Polynesian stature. Every race 
and culture can make him their own.

Artists know and respect this. Our 
mindsets should follow, giving due 
space to this new imagery.

While it is true that there are his-
torical reasons for the dominance of 
a white Jesus, today each community 
wishes to assert itself proudly in its 
own skin, demands respect and iden-
tity, challenging the inaccuracies and 
inequalities  of the past.

And when this takes place eve-
rywhere and in every culture, then 
the prayers in our hearts will match 
the images in our minds. — By  Fr      
Myron Pereira SJ, ucanews

Indian artist Frank Wesley’s work ‘Jesus in Varanasi’ presents Christ as an 
Indian (sitting centre in yellow robe) conversing with people on the banks of 
the Ganges, the Hindu holy river. (indiaartsmovement.wordpress.com)
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Breath of life
As a priest or deacon “to be”, you may feel 
a bit incomplete because you cannot share 
this very important moment with your 
loved ones. You might feel anxious, too: 
we’re living in the unknown and in unchar-
tered territories for the Church, for all of us. 
And as you prepare yourself for ordination, 
you might ask: what does this mean for me, 
right now and right here?

Perhaps the answer can be found on East-
er evening, when the Apostles had locked 
themselves into the upper room for fear of 
what was happening “outside”. Even nowa-
days, our Church sometimes feels fear-
ful and closed in on itself. Suddenly Jesus 
becomes visible, audible, tangible among 
them. “Shalom!” is his first word, “Peace 
be with you!” He shows them his wounded 
hands and pierced side. These permanent 
signs of his Passion proclaim and prove 
God's tenacious love. And then, amazingly, 
Jesus sends them out into the same world 
they were so afraid of.

How does he do this? With this tremen-

dous gesture: he breathes on them. Just like 
in the beginning: God breathed his breath 
of life into Adam. By breathing on his dis-
ciples and giving them his Spirit, Jesus lifts 
them to a new order. That is, he ordains 
them as heralds of the Gospel “to the ends 
of the earth”, as it says in the book of Acts.

You are about to receive this deep and 
generous and transforming breath of life, 
the Spirit of the Father and the Son. You 
will be able to say, repeating Isaiah, “the 
spirit of the Lord is upon me”, to heal and 
to comfort, to liberate and to reconcile, to 

raise up and make glad. And to be a herald 
of the Gospel, a minister of reconciliation 
and of liberation, in the world of today and 
tomorrow, where everything seems to be 
constantly and rapidly new.

With your ordination just moments away, 

let me remind you that we are all witness-
ing a bigger moment now, where the whole 
Church and your family and friends, are en-
couraging you to choose the uphill path of 
the “new” rather than the downhill path of 
the “safe”.

Cardinal Michael Czerny SJ June 27 with candidates for ordination. (CNA photo/Fr Pierre 
Belanger, SJ and James Kulvi)

Our Church has a long history and, from 
the beginning, it has coped with new 

conditions, for instance through its Councils. 
Vatican II proclaimed that the Church must 
consciously embrace the world. We must dis-
cern and “scrutinise the signs of the times”. 
But while discernment is part of the Jesuit 
life, style and training, it is not exclusively 
Jesuit property, nor is it a prerogative of the 
ordained.

Why is this so? Because of baptism. Ac-
cording to Vatican II, every member of the 
Church enjoys the dignity of having been 
baptised and therefore shares in the mission 
and ministry of the Church. Ordained minis-
try does not exhaust or monopolise this min-
istry, for it is the Church as a whole that is 
“ministerial” and “missionary”. All its mem-

bers share in that responsibility. This expands 
the role of the laity — a work in progress, ac-
cording to many engaged Christians. Today’s 
ministers are ordained to foster the active 
inclusion of God’s people in the life, mission 
and responsibilities of the Church.

Vatican II embraces the world as the privi-
leged place of announcing the Good News. 
In doing so, it restores its priests to the world, 
inviting them to leave the comfort zones 
called “sacristies” where, like the disciples 
on the first Easter evening, they had been 
shut in for fear of what was happening “out-
side”. Now the world, with its problems and 
struggles, with its contradictions and its val-
ues, with its opportunities and obstacles, is 
essential to the service of those who will be 
ordained today.

Sr Robancy Amal Helen, speaking at the South Asian Conference on Dalit Christians organised 
by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India Office for Scheduled Castes/Backward Classes 
(Provided photo)

Do not expect a map of the unknown land 
ahead to which you are being sent. It is 

a daunting prospect to enter uncharted ter-
ritories. As I said earlier, ministers of the 
Church need to have the courage of witness, 
to choose the uphill path of the “new” and 
not to take the downhill path of the “safe”. 
May you always have friends and family and 
companions in the Church to constantly ‘en-
courage’ you, even if they can only be with 
you in spirit.

Keep in mind that discerning the meaning 
of Christ’s call to us today is a task of the 
whole Church, not of a chosen few. Don’t 
try to dominate or own this discernment; 
instead, accompany others and put your-
selves at the service of the discernment of 
the whole Church.

In doing so, you will be participating in the 
synodal practice that is gradually growing in 
the Church. Let us try to walk together with 
ever greater enthusiasm. Your huge contri-
bution depends on looking honestly and lis-
tening sincerely, without thinking that you 
already have the best answer or all the an-
swers. Try to draw on many people and lis-
ten to many voices. However small or large 
your network is, you will find that it requires 
both humility and courage to recognise that 
one cannot do everything on one’s own.

Don’t expect it to be easy, don’t expect it 
to be without controversy, don’t expect to be 
rewarded, don’t expect to be liked by others, 
don’t expect that the critics will acknowledge 
your difficult struggles, don’t expect quick 
success. But be confident that you won’t be 
alone if you let others walk with you.

This is something to pray for, today and 
always. Ask God to help us see the world as 
Jesus does, especially in this very difficult 
time.

The COVID-19 pandemic is showing us 
the complexity and contradictions of our so-
cial and economic systems, where the gap 
between wealth and poverty is growing out 
of all proportion, and where so many feel 
abandoned and thrown away, excluded and 
unwanted.

Would Jesus not weep for the refugees 
and migrants who do not receive medical 
attention because they are “foreigners”, 
many of them crowded into irregular set-
tlements, who have already lost what little 
they had and live today in despair? Would 
Jesus not see the indigenous peoples who 
are discriminated against for food aid, the 
prisoners who have been abandoned to the 
mercies of the virus, and the more than 3 
billion poor people worldwide?

I cannot imagine Jesus waiting in an up-

per room or a sacristy; he would urge us 
to join him in the margins of the margins, 
where the courage of life and hope is most 
needed.

May we enlighten the world with the 
truth of the Gospel, and propose effective 
and genial solutions, not just to the present 
emergency, but to the enormous sufferings 
of God’s people and of our common home.

Pope Francis speaks often of joy: “The 
Joy of the Gospel” (Evangelii gaudium) 
and “Rejoice and be Glad” (Gaudete et 
Exsultate) and “The Joy of Love” (Amo-
ris Laetitia). May you experience abundant 

grace, consolation and joy in carrying out 
the charge that you are about to accept in 
your ordination. Peace be with you!

l Cardinal Michael Czerny, as a member 
of the Jesuit community, has worked in 
Canada, Latin America, Africa and Rome, 
in the service of faith and the promotion 
of justice. Since 2017, he has been Under-
Secretary of the Vatican’s Migrants and 
Refugees Section. In 2019 Pope Francis 
elevated him to cardinal. Cardinal  Czerny 
is also a member of the Congregation for 
the Evangelisation of Peoples.

Put yourselves at the service of 
discernment of the whole Church

The courage of witness

Pope Francis meets with Jesuits in Tha Kham, Thailand, Nov 22, 2019, during his apostolic trip 
to the Asian country. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

The following reflections 
expand upon the homily 
Cardinal Michael Czerny, SJ 
pronounced just before the 
ordination of these twenty 
Jesuits for the priesthood and 
the diaconate June 27 at the 
Vatican.

Everyone shares in the mission and ministry of the Church



Conjoined twins can have ‘normal lives’ after 
Vatican hospital performs separation surgery
Twins who were conjoined at the head 

are likely to return home within months 
from the Vatican’s pediatric hospital 

where their bodies were successfully separated 
by doctors, and they have a very good chance 
of living normal lives, the hospital’s chief neu-
rosurgeon told CNA.

The Bambino Gesù Hospital announced the 
successful separation surgery on July 7, saying 
it was the first operation of its kind in Italy and, 
probably, in the world.

The final stage of surgery, which took place 
on June 5, lasted 18 hours and involved more 
than 30 medical staff. The two-year-old sisters 
are expected to make a full recovery.

“We have been able to accomplish an ex-
traordinary result despite such a complex 
malformation, being able to separate with an 
optimal clinical result. From a neurological 
standpoint, the two little girls are doing very 
well and have an excellent prognosis for nor-
mal lives in the future,” said Dr Carlo Efisio 
Marras, director of neurosurgery of the Bam-
bino Gesù hospital on July 8.

“This accomplishment is the fruit of more 
than a year’s investigation and preparation 
involving several specialties and professions 
within the hospital. There were many difficult 
phases since several surgical procedures were 
needed, each one with its own challenges,” 
added Marras.

“The most difficult one involved the venous 
system, that is, the network of veins that brings 
blood from the heart to the brain to bring oxy-
gen to it. If we had not succeeded in dealing 
with this system shared by both babies, the re-
sult would have been catastrophic.

“But the two little twins are well: we believe 
they will be able to be released in a few months. 
They will have to go through a rehabilitation 
phase to learn the motions they were not able 
to perform previously. I wholeheartedly wish 
them a happy future. They are now in the con-
dition to return to a normal life.” 

“I have to thank my hospital, which is known 
for bringing together research, development 
and solidarity, for this extraordinary success,” 
Marras added.

The hospital said the twins, Ervina and Pre-
fina, were born on June 29, 2018 in a village 
about 60 miles outside Bangui, the capital 
of the Central African Republic. They were 
joined together with “one of the rarest and most 
complex forms of cranial and cerebral fusion,” 
known as total posterior craniopagus.

Mariella Enoc, president of the Bambino 
Gesù, met the twins in July 2018, during a visit 
to Bangui, where the sisters had been trans-
ferred after their birth. Enoc was helping to 

oversee the expansion of pediatric services in 
the country, which is one of the world’s poor-
est, in response to an appeal from Pope Fran-
cis. She decided to bring the girls to Rome for 
surgery.

“When you encounter lives that can be 
saved, it must be done. We cannot, and must 
not, look away,” she said at a press conference.

The twins arrived in Italy with their mother, 
Ermine, on September 10, 2018. Initial tests 
confirmed the sisters were healthy, but had dif-
ferent blood pressures, indicating that one of 
the girls’ hearts had to work harder to maintain 
the healthy functioning of their organs, includ-
ing their brains.

The hospital said the twins were joined via 
the back of the head, including the nape, shar-
ing both skin and cranial bones. But the great-
est challenge for doctors was that they were 
joined at a deeper level, sharing membranes 
inside the skull as well as the venous system, 
through which blood used by the brain is trans-
ported back to the heart.

The hospital emphasised that the sisters had 
distinct personalities, describing Prefina as 
“playful and lively,” and Ervina as “more seri-
ous and observant.”

A multidisciplinary team, including neuro-

surgeons, anesthesiologists, and plastic sur-
geons, prepared for more than a year for the 
operation to separate the twins. The hospital’s 
ethics committee contributed to a plan ensur-
ing that the girls would have the same quality 
of life.

The separation took place in three stages. In 
the first, in May 2019, neurosurgeons started 
to separate and rebuild the membranes and ve-
nous systems.

The second, a month later, focused on the 
confluence of sinuses in the brain. The hospital 
said it was a critical phase of the treatment as 
“the operating space is a few millimetres.”

The two operations prepared the girls for the 
third and final phase of complete separation on 
June 5.

“It was an exciting moment, a fantastic, 
unrepeatable experience. It was a very ambi-
tious goal and we did everything we could to 
achieve it, with passion, optimism and joy, by 
sharing each step, and studying every single 
detail together,” Marras said.

Bambino Gesù, colloquially known as the 
“Pope’s hospital,” is one of the most impor-
tant pediatric hospitals in the world. Founded 
in 1869 by the Duchess Arabella Salviati, the 
hospital was donated to Pius XI in 1924, with 

the aim of giving it a more stable future. While 
the hospital is located in Rome, rather than in 
Vatican City, it is situated in an extraterritorial 
area administered by the Holy See.

The hospital said: “A month after the final 
separation, the twins are doing well. … On 
June 29 they celebrated their second birthday, 
looking into each other’s eyes, moving their lit-
tle hands to the rhythm of music, in the arms of 
their mother.”

“They have undergone several very difficult 
operations; the wounds will take some time to 
heal; the risk of infection is still present. The 
neurorehabilitation programme continues and 
for a few months they will have to wear protec-
tive helmets.”

“But post-operative checks indicate that their 
brains are intact. The recreated systems work, 
the blood flows have adapted to the new paths.”

Speaking at the press conference, the girls’ 
mother, Ermine, said: “If we had stayed in Af-
rica I don’t know what fate they would have 
had. Now that they are separate and well, I 
would like them to be baptised by Pope Francis 
who has always taken care of the children of 
Bangui. My little ones can now grow up, study 
and become doctors to save other children.” —
CNA

Ermine holds her conjoined twins, Ervina and Prefina, April 2019. (Bambino Gesu Hospital via CNA)
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Ermine holds her twins Ervina and Prefina as she poses with Carlo Efisio Marras, top right, head of the Bambino Gesu hospital’s neurosurgery department 
and the staff, in Rome, Tuesday, June 30, 2020. Doctors at the Vatican’s pediatric hospital said July 7, 2020 they have successfully separated conjoined twins 
whose skulls were fused back-to-back, an exceedingly rare surgery for an equally rare congenital defect. Twins Ervina and Prefina Bangalo were born June 
29, 2018 in Mbaiki, Central African Republic sharing the same skull and critical blood vessels around their brains. (Bambino Gesu Hospital FB)

A doctor looks at a 3d monitor showing the skulls of twins Ervina and Prefina during surgery at 
the Vatican’s pediatric hospital, in Rome. (Bambino Gesu Hospital)



Dear children,

In today's Gospel reading, Jesus ex-
plains the parable of the sower and 
the seed to the disciples. 
Like the seed, the Word of God 

comes to all sorts of people. Some 
people hear it and the devil takes 
it away, like the seed that falls on 
the path and is eaten by birds. Some 
people hear God's word and love it 

for a little while, but they don't let 
it grow deeply in themselves, like the 
seed on rocky ground that doesn't 
grow good roots. Some people hear 
God's word and it starts to grow in 
them, but they have so many other 
things going on in their lives that they 
forget God. 
The people who hear the Word of 

God and let it grow in them are like 
good soil. When the sower plants the 

seed in good soil it gets deep roots, 
grows high and produces good har-
vest. 
When we receive the Word of God 

well, it takes root in us that it is re-
ally deep in our hearts. It grows when 
we feed it by learning more about 
God and trying to love Him more. It 
produces a harvest when other people 
come to love God  because of us. 
Children, what kind of soil are 

you like? Do you let God's Word be 
snatched away as soon as you hear it 
or do or you let it take root in your 
heart and love it, or is it like the 
seed sown on rocky ground that is too 
shallow? 
Do you let other things in your life 

crowd out God's Word in you, or do 
you let God's Word grow deep roots 
in the good soil inside you?
      Aunty Eliz 

Let's colour But the 
one who 
received 
the seed 
that fell 
on good 

soil is the 
man who 
hears the 
word and 
under-
stands 
it. He 

produces 
a crop, 

yielding a 
hundred, 
sixty or 
thirty 

times what 
was sown.
Matthew 
13:23

Can you spot 10 differences in the pictures below? 

Answer: Lord, rai, snow, earth, seed, bread, mouth, word, sent. 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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The Malacca Johore Dio-
cese Young People’s Network 
(MJDYPN) will be organising 

webinars on the post-synodal Ap-
ostolic Exhortation of the Holy Fa-
ther – Christus Vivit or Christ is Alive! 
The document is Pope Francis’ 
message to young people and to 
the entire people of God. 

Each month, a series of webinars will be 
held via Zoom in a particular language; 
English in August, Bahasa Malaysia in Sep-
tember, Mandarin in October and Tamil in 
November. The participants will be divid-
ed into three different age groups of 13-
17 years old, 18-24 years old and 25 and 
above.

For this programme, a group of dedicat-
ed speakers from the Diocese of Malacca 
Johore is also being trained to be new 
evangelisers who will be able to share 
Christus Vivit with those attending the we-
binars. 

Trainers within the diocese, as well as 
from the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur, 
the Diocese of Penang, the Diocese of 
Keningau and the Diocese of Sandakan 
were approached to help share their 
knowledge and experience regarding 
Christus Vivit.

It is hoped that through this programme, 
more may come to experience this rich 
document and discover that Christ is truly 
alive in their lives!

Christus Vivit 

 malacca johore diocese 
organises webinars on

MJDYPN’s Christus Vivit Webinar Series

*Registration is now open for the English 
Series
*Click the link below or scan the QR code to 
access Registration Form 
https://forms.gle/tDW6jBuJtovjKdLM6

For more information, do contact:
Matthew - 0166611399
Aloysius - 01136401984
Julie - 0146203341
Daryl - 0142274785



HERALD July 12, 2020 YoutH 17

MCYMC discusses ways to 
reach out to youth

Blessed sACRAMENT Labuan Youth launches 
“Belia, ko mau tahukah?”

KOTA KINABALU: The Malay-
sian Catholic Youth Minister 
Committee (MCYMC) held its 
first online meeting on June 
9 with youth leaders and 
campus leaders from the 
nine Arch/Dioceses of Kua-
la Lumpur, Kota Kinabalu, 
Kuching, Malacca Johore, 
Penang, Keningau, Sanda-
kan, Sibu and Miri.

They discussed ways to 
reach out to youth by using 
social media and digital me-
dia as well as exchanging 
ideas to overcome problems. 
Due to the Restricted Move-
ment Control Order (RMCO), 
they have to find new ways to 
reach out. One of the ways 
is to run programmes online.

The COVID-19 pandemic 

has affected the survival and 
well-being of people. It has 
made a huge impact on the 
country and also on human 

activities.
However, as Pope Francis 

said in Christus Vivit,  “there 
is a way out”. The obstacles 

and difficulties they faced did 
not prevent them from fulfill-
ing their responsibilities.

Anna Theresa Amandus, 

youth leader of the Diocese 
of Sandakan, said the meet-
ing was a great help to other 
youth in their efforts to stay 
in touch with the youth in 
their respective places and in 
their efforts to live their faith 
in difficult situations today.

They also took this oppor-
tunity to share their stories 
with the others about the 
activities organised in their 
respective areas during the 
MCO.

According to Roney Am-
ing, youth leader of the Dio-
cese of Keningau, this online 
meeting method was very 
appropriate and helpful espe-
cially in this current situation. 
— By Christina David, Catholic 
Sabah

LABUAN: The upside of the coro-
navirus lockdown is that it has pro-
moted us to be more creative and 
resourceful. With so much time on 
our hands, we got to explore new 
horizons, learn new skills, acquire 
new knowledge, try out new ideas, 
weave new dreams, gain new in-
sights and probably create better, 
stronger and more resilient Chris-
tians.

The Youth Committee of the 
Church of Blessed Sacrament 
Labuan (BSL) launched a live 
streaming programme entitled Be-
lia, ko mau tahukah? in conjunction 
with the parish feastday on June 14.

They were driven by the idea that 

youth are naturally inquisitive and 
always “wanting to know”.

The programme aims to provide a 
series of topics regarding the teach-
ings of the Church. For example, 
the inaugural topic presented for the 
launch was “What are Saints?”

It is the fervent hope of the parish, 
with this initiative, that youth would 
be assisted to grow in knowledge of 
their Catholic faith, with a desire 
to cultivate a “faith that seeks un-
derstanding” of a way of life which 
ultimately brings them to a more 
personal and communal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, especially in 
the Blessed Sacrament. — By BSL 
SOCCOM, Catholic Sabah

MCYMC’s First online meeting through Google Meet Platform

Live streaming of the programme “Belia, ko mau tahukah?” by youth of BSL.

KUCHING: In conjunction with Bible 
Awareness Sunday on July 12, the 
Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Com-
mission organised a Bible Chal-
lenge.

They are encouraging youth to 
take up the challenge of posting their 
favourite Bible verse in the most 
creative way they can and posting it 
on Facebook or Instagram with the 
hashtag GOD’sWORDmyWORLD.

In this challenge, they also have 
to nominate their friends to do the 
same thing.

Fall in love more and more with 
God’s Word and make it rule our 
world.

“YOUNG PEOPLE and THE BI-
BLE… you rock!” — kchadyouth.
wordpress

Bible Awareness Sunday Challenge
God's word my world

(photos/Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Commission facebook)
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10th Anniversary                  
In Loving Memory of

“Rest in the Eternal Light          
of Jesus Christ.”

Dearly missed and will remain 
in our hearts forever...
Wife: Ruby Anne Lim  

Children: Christopher, Joanna 
and Rachel and loved ones.

Alan Paul S C Choong
Departed: 15-07-2010

15th Anniversary                  
In Loving Memory of

“Surely goodness and               
mercy shall follow us                      

all the days of our lives and we 
shall dwell in the                       

house of the Lord forever.”
Deeply missed                             

and fondly remembered by 
children, grandchildren                 

and loved ones.

Theresa Tan                       
Boon Cheng

Departed: 15-07-2005

Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One In Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776, 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                                         
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-777 5537

ROME: Legendary Italian composer 
Ennio Morricone, died July 6 at the 
age of 91 after a fall ten days ago.

Born in Rome, Nov 10, 1928, En-
nio was the son of Libera Ridolfi and 
trumpeter Mario Morricone, and had 
four siblings. He began playing and 
writing music from the age of six.

He entered the National Academy 
of St Cecilia in 1940 at the age of 
12, enrolled in a four-year harmony 
programme which he completed 
within six months. In 1941, Morri-
cone was chosen from the students 
of the Academy, to be a part of the 
Orchestra of the Opera directed by 

Carlo Zecchi. In 1946, he received 
his diploma in trumpet playing. After 
his graduation, he continued to work 
in classical composition and arrange-

ment.
In a moving text, issued after his 

death, Morricone thanked his fam-
ily and close friends for their com-
panionship, naming his children and 
grandchildren and saying: “I hope 
they understand how much I loved 
them.”

He dedicated “the most painful 
goodbye” to his wife saying: “to her 
I renew the extraordinary love that 
bound us together and I am sorry to 
abandon.”

Morricone said he wanted a pri-
vate funeral because “I don’t want to 
disturb.” 

Ennio Morricone — a man of faith

ROME: Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, 
the President of the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Culture, recalled that Ennio 
Morricone was a man of strong faith.

The President of the Pontifical 
Council for Culture said he would 
remember this great cinematic com-
poser for a least two particular spir-
itual events.

The first, Cardinal Ravasi recalled, 
was in Poland when he was prepar-
ing an Oratory for Pope St John Paul 
II. “The second event is the most re-
cent meeting on Apr 15, 2019, when 
I presented him, in the name of Pope 
Francis, with the Pontifical Gold 
Medal for his musical work. These 
two moments testify to what he has 
always attested: his faith.”

The Cardinal went on to say that 
there was always a religious and spir-
itual dimension to the composer’s 
music, whether he was scoring a film 
like The Mission or a western.

Cardinal Ravasi said, with the mu-
sic of Morricone, the score was the 
protagonist, along with the screen 
images. Elaborating on this, Cardinal 
Ravasi said he once invited Morri-
cone to speak during a plenary ses-
sion on the theme of beauty, starting 
from his experience as a musician.

“If we review the films of which 
Ennio Morricone composed the 
soundtrack, it is almost spontaneous 
to remember, not only the visual di-
mension, but also the sound dimen-

sion. There is a musical thread, which 
goes hand in hand with that of the 
image.”

In particular, Cardinal Ravasi men-
tioned the film The Mission in which, 
he said, the musical commentary is of 
a religious nature and illustrates the 
theme of the film.

“That is why I believe that we 
should all be grateful to Ennio Mor-
ricone ... for having been able to ex-
press the ineffable and the invisible at 
the same time, which are the soul of 
religion.”

Morricone was married to Maria 
Travia for more than 64 years. They 
met in 1950 and married on Oct 13, 
1956. Maria wrote lyrics to com-
plement her husband’s pieces. Her 
works include the Latin texts for The 
Mission. They had three sons and a 
daughter: Marco (1957), Alessandra 
(1961), the conductor and film com-
poser Andrea (1964), and Giovanni 
Morricone (1966), a filmmaker, who 
lives in New York City. — ICN

A tribute to Ennio

His Career
In his decades-long career Morricone 
wrote the scores for more than 400 
films, working across all film genres. 
His soundtracks are among the most 
famous in the history of cinema. He 
was closely linked to the film director 
Sergio Leone, whom he first met in 
primary school. Together they created 
some of the most famous Spaghetti 
Westerns including A Fistful of Dol-
lars (1964), For a Few Dollars More 
(1965), The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly (1966), starring Clint Eastwood, 
and Once Upon a Time in the West 
(1968).

Morricone won his Oscar for 
his work on Quentin Tarantino’s 
The Hateful Eight in 2015 and was 
nominated for his original scores for 
Terrence Malick’s Days of Heaven 
(1978), Roland Joffe’s The Mission 

(1986), Brian De Palma’s The Un-
touchables (1987), Barry Levinson’s 
Bugsy (1991) and Giuseppe Torna-
tore’s Malena (2000). In 2007, he 
received an honorary Oscar for his 
“magnificent and multifaceted contri-
butions to the art of film music”.

Morricone’s score for the Mission, 
evoking the music of the 18th century 
Spanish Jesuit missions in Paraguay, 
is one of his most popular works with 
a Catholic theme. He also composed 
the music for 1983 film, The Scarlet 
and the Black, starring Gregory Peck, 
based on the story of Msgr Hugh 
O’Flaherty a Catholic priest who 
saved the lives of thousands of Jews 
and escaped Allied PoWs in Rome 
during the Second World War.

Morricone lived in Italy his entire 
life and never desired to live in Hol-
lywood.

Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi
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St Henry, July 13 Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, July 12
(Ezekiel 37:12-14)
The Lord says this: I am now go-
ing to open your graves; I mean 
to raise you from your graves, 
my people, and lead you back 
to the soil of Israel. And you will 
know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and raise you 
from your graves, my people. 
And I shall put my spirit in you, 
and you will live, and I shall re-
settle you on your own soil; and 
you will know that I, the Lord, 
have said and done this – it is 
the Lord who speaks.
Monday, July 13
(James 2:12-13)
Talk and behave like people who 
are going to be judged by the law 
of freedom, because there will 
be judgement without mercy for 
those who have not been merci-
ful themselves; but the merciful 
need have no fear of judgement.
Tuesday, July 14
(1 John 4:14-15)
We ourselves saw and we testify 
that the Father sent his Son as 
saviour of the world. If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God lives in him, 
and he in God.
Wednesday, July 15
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without self-inter-
est, I pass on without reserve; 
I do not intend to hide her rich-
es. For she is an inexhaustible 
treasure to men, and those who 
acquire her win God’s friendship, 
commended as they are to him 
by the benefits of her teaching.
Thursday, July 16
(1 Peter 4:10-11)
Each one of you has received a 
special grace, so, like good stew-
ards responsible for all these dif-
ferent graces of God, put your-
selves at the service of others. 
If you are a speaker, speak in 
words which seem to come from 
God; if you are a helper, help as 
though every action was done at 
God’s orders; so that in every-
thing God may receive the glory, 
through Jesus Christ, since to 
him alone belong all glory and 
power for ever and ever. Amen.
Friday, July 17
(2 Corinthians 12:9b-10)
I am most happy, then, to be 
proud of my weaknesses, in 
order to feel the protection of 
Christ’s power over me. I am 
content with weaknesses, in-
sults, hardships, persecutions, 
and difficulties for Christ’s sake. 
For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.
Saturday, July 18
(Philippians 2:14-15)
Do everything without complain-
ing or arguing, so that you may 
be innocent and pure, as God’s 
perfect children who live in a 
world of corrupt and sinful peo-
ple. You must shine among them 
like starts lighting up the sky.

As German king and Holy Roman 
Emperor, Henry was a practical 
man of affairs. He was energetic 

in consolidating his rule. He crushed re-
bellions and feuds. On all sides he had to 
deal with drawn-out disputes so as to pro-
tect his frontiers. This involved him in a 
number of battles, especially in the south 
in Italy; he also helped Pope Benedict 
VIII quell disturbances in Rome. Always 
his ultimate purpose was to establish a 
stable peace in Europe.

According to eleventh-century custom, 
Henry took advantage of his position and 
appointed as bishops men loyal to him. 

Hermits lived on Mount Carmel, near 
the Fountain of Elijah in northern 

Israel, in the 12th century. They had a 
chapel dedicated to Our Lady. By the 13th 
century they became known as “Brothers 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” They 
soon celebrated a special Mass and Office 
in honour of Mary. In 1726, it became a 
celebration of the universal Church under 
the title of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
For centuries the Carmelites have seen 
themselves as specially related to Mary. 
Their great saints and theologians have 
promoted devotion to her and have often 
championed the mystery of her Immacu-
late Conception.

St Teresa of Avila called Carmel “the 
Order of the Virgin.” St John of the Cross 
credited Mary with saving him from 
drowning as a child, leading him to Car-
mel, and helping him escape from prison. 
St Thérèse of the Child Jesus believed 
that Mary cured her from illness. On her 
First Communion day, Thérèse dedicated 
her life to Mary. During the last days of 

her life she frequently spoke of Mary.
There is a tradition — which may not 

be historical — that Mary appeared to St 
Simon Stock, a leader of the Carmelites, 
and gave him a scapular, telling him to 
promote devotion to it. The scapular is 
a modified version of Mary’s own gar-
ment. It symbolises her special protec-
tion and calls the wearers to consecrate 
themselves to her in a special way. The 
scapular reminds us of the gospel call to 
prayer and penance — a call that Mary 
models in a splendid way.

Reflection
The Carmelites were known from early 
on as “Brothers of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.” The title suggests that they saw 
Mary not only as “mother,” but also as 
“sister.” The word sister is a reminder 
that Mary is very close to us. She is the 
daughter of God and therefore can help 
us be authentic daughters and sons of 
God. She also can help us grow in ap-
preciation of being sisters and brothers to 
one another. She leads us to a new reali-
sation that all human beings belong to the 
family of God. When such a conviction 
grows, there is hope that the human race 
can find its way to peace. — franciscan-
media.org

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, July 16

Perhaps not a household name for most 
people, St Bonaventure, nevertheless, 

played an important role in both the me-
dieval Church and the history of the Fran-
ciscan Order. A senior faculty member at 
the University of Paris, St Bonaventure 
certainly captured the hearts of his stu-
dents through his academic skills and in-
sights. But more importantly, he captured 
their hearts through his Franciscan love 
for Jesus and the Church. Like his model, 
St Francis, St Bonaventure was the centre 
of everything — his teaching, his admin-
istration, his writing, and his life. So much 
so, that he was given the title “Seraphic 
Doctor.”

Born in Bagnorea in 1221, St Bonaven-
ture was baptized John, but received the 
name Bonaventure when he became a 
Franciscan at the age of 22. Little is known 
about his childhood, but we do know that 
his parents were Giovanni di Fidanza and 
Maria Ritell. It seems that his father was 
a physician and a man of means. While 
St Francis died about five years after the 
saint’s birth, he is credited with healing 
Bonaventure as a boy of a serious illness.

St Bonaventure’s teaching career came 
to a halt when the Friars elected him to 
serve as their General Minister. His 17 
years of service were not easy as the Or-

der was embroiled in conflicts over the in-
terpretation of poverty. Some friars even 
ended up in heresy saying that Saint Fran-
cis and his community were inaugurating 
the era of the Holy Spirit which was to 
replace Jesus, the Church, and Scripture. 
But because he was a man of prayer and a 
good administrator, St Bonaventure man-
aged to structure the Order through effec-
tive legislation. More importantly, he of-
fered the Friars an organised spirituality 
based on the vision and insights of Saint 
Francis. Always a Franciscan at heart and 
a mystical writer, Bonaventure managed 
to unite the pastoral and practical aspects 
of life with the doctrines of the Church. 
Thus, there is a noticeable warmth to his 
teachings and writings that make him very 
appealing.

Shortly before he ended his service as 
General Minister, Pope Gregory X created 
Bonaventure a Cardinal and appointed 
him bishop of Albano. But a little over a 
year later, while participating in the Sec-
ond Council of Lyon, St Bonaventure sud-
denly died on July 15, 1274. There is a 
theory that he was poisoned.

St Bonaventure left behind a structured 
and renewed Franciscan Order and a body 
of work all of which glorifies his major 
love — Jesus.

Reflection
Bonaventure so united holiness and the-
ological knowledge that he rose to the 
heights of mysticism while remaining a 
very active preacher and teacher, one be-
loved by all who met him. To know him 
was to love him; to read him is still for 
us today to meet a true Franciscan and a 
gentleman. — franciscanmedia.org

St Bonaventure, July 15

Mary, under the Title of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, is the 
Patron Saint of:
Chile

In his case, however, he avoided the 
pitfalls of this practice and actually 
fostered the reform of ecclesiastical 
and monastic life. He was canonised in 
1146.

Reflection
All in all, this saint was a man of his 
times. From our standpoint, he may 
have been too quick to do battle and too 
ready to use power to accomplish re-
forms. But granted such limitations, he 
shows that holiness is possible in a busy 
secular life. It is in doing our job that we 
become saints. — franciscanmedia.org
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WASHINGTON: Crises are accelerators: 
They take established patterns and speed 
them up.

Even before the COVID-19 crisis hit, 
most parishes and dioceses likely suffered 
from financial instability. The pandemic 
exacerbated and accelerated those finan-
cial concerns. Early reports indicate that 
the pandemic has caused parish giving to 
decrease by as much as 30 to 50 per cent 
percent, leaving the Church in a place that 
might otherwise have taken between five 
and 10 years to reach.

Parishes need money like every organi-
sation. Yet money is a touchy subject in 
Catholic churches: Pastors don’t want to 
ask for it and parishioners don’t want to 
hear about it. But giving is more impor-
tant than ever before because the needs are 
more pressing than ever before.

Money is a big part of the story of the 
Bible. When you read God’s Word, you re-
alise it suggests a very different approach 
to money than most of the world takes. Je-
sus had a lot to say about money: About 15 
per cent of his recorded words were about 
the topic — even more than he spoke about 
heaven or hell, marriage and family, more 
than he spoke about the Church.

Jesus explained that money doesn’t be-
long to us, it belongs to God and we must 
accept the responsibility of being his stew-
ards (The Parable of the Dishonest Stew-
ard, Luke 16: 1-13 and The Parable of the 
Talents, Matthew 25, 14-30).

The Gospel of Mark includes the story 
of Jesus being anointed with expensive oil 
by a woman at Bethany. Some of his dis-
ciples became indignant that the woman 
“wasted” the perfumed oil — worth al-
most a year’s wages — instead of giving 
the money to the poor. Jesus told the crit-
ics to leave the woman alone: “The poor 
you will always have with you, and when-
ever you wish you can do good to them, 
but you will not always have me.” (Mark 
14: 3-9).

While Jesus definitely encourages giv-
ing to the poor elsewhere, in this instance, 
he honours the woman for giving in her 
place of worship instead of giving to the 
poor. The dining hall becomes her place of 
worship as she makes her offering to God 
there. Mark intentionally doesn’t name 
the woman because he invites everyone to 
identify with her and do as she did.

Over and over again, Jesus teaches us 
that we are to give money away. And we 

need to be willing to part with it for two 
reasons: In the short term, giving grows 
our hearts in an immediate kind of way 
because it feels good; in the long term, it 
builds treasure in heaven.

Jesus never explicitly taught people to 
give as an act of worship because he didn't 
have to. It was ingrained in the culture in 
which he lived and enshrined in the law of 
Moses, which he came to fulfil.

Being his stewards, we are called to a 
special responsibility. The Old Testament 
offers a number of examples where giv-
ing was an act of worship. Cain and Abel 
brought their offerings before the Lord. 
Cain became murderously envious be-
cause God looked on Abel’s generous gift 
with favour and he rejected Cain’s half-
hearted one (Genesis 4:3-8). Moses com-
manded giving God worship offerings as 
part of the code of law he established (Ex-
odus 35:5-9). David spent the latter part of 
his reign teaching the people about giving 
to God as part of his fundraising to build 
the Temple (1 Chronicles 29: 3-9).

Giving to fund the Church’s ministry 
and mission is really about being disciples 
of Jesus Christ. It’s a sacrifice that God 
calls us to freely make.

So as a parishioner, what can you do?
l Commit to giving and using your 
money in a way that aligns with Jesus’ 
teachings.
l Fast and pray for the members of 
your parish to grow in giving and gen-
erosity.
l Look for opportunities to encour-
age and support your pastor, especially 
when it comes to preaching and teach-
ing on stewardship.
l Look for opportunities to serve 
your parish, especially in ways that 
might save the church money.
l Discipline yourself and your 
spending to make progress year by 
year toward your goal of giving to the 
parish.

Coronavirus, like any crisis, offers a 
change in direction. With all the old-fash-
ioned fundraisers, passing-the-basket offer-
tory, and annual appeals gone at least for 
now, we have an important opportunity. We 
can use this time to lean into the wisdom 
and insights God’s Word offers when it 
comes to giving and to become the disciples 
he calls us to be. — By Fr Michael White 
and Tom Corcoran, CNS

Why you need to give to your parish

T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Evangelisation:  Our Families
We pray that today’s families may be accompanied 

with love, respect and guidance.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

VATICAN: Pope Francis offered Mass asking 
the Virgin Mary to help Christians recognise 
the face of Christ in each migrant and refugee.

“As we undertake to seek the face of the 
Lord, we may recognise Him in the face of the 
poor, the sick, the abandoned, and the foreign-
ers whom God places on our way. And this 
encounter becomes for us a time of grace and 
salvation, as it bestows on us the same mission 
entrusted to the Apostles,” Pope Francis said in 
the Casa Santa Marta chapel July 8.

“May the Virgin Mary, Solacium migran-
tium, ‘Solace or Comfort of Migrants,’ help us 
discover the face of Her Son in all our broth-
ers and sisters who are forced to flee from their 
homeland because of the many injustices that 
still afflict our world today,” the Pope said in 
his homily.

Invoking the new Marian title added to the 
Litany of Loreto in June, Pope Francis prayed 
for the migrants who are in detention camps in 
Libya and elsewhere who are often subject to 
abuse and violence.

He recommended words of Christ that can 
be used as a part of one’s daily examination of 
conscience: “Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you 
did for me.”

The Pope said: “The encounter with the 
other is also an encounter with Christ. He him-
self told us. It is He who knocks on our door, 
hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, imprisoned, seek-
ing an encounter with us and requesting our 
assistance.”

Pope Francis offered Mass at his residence to 
mark the seventh anniversary of his visit to the 

Italian island of Lampedusa. 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, only the 

staff of the Migrants and Refugees Section of 
the Vatican Department for Promoting Integral 
Human Development were in attendance. 

“Today’s responsorial Psalm urges us always 
to seek the Lord’s face: ‘Rely on the mighty 
Lord, constantly seek His face,’” he said. “This 
quest is a fundamental attitude in the life of all 
the faithful, who have come to realise that the 
ultimate goal of their existence is the encounter 
with God.”

During his homily, the Pope told the story of 
his encounter with an Ethiopian migrant during 
his visit to Lampedusa in 2013, recalling that 

he later found out that his translator at the time 
had “distilled” the migrant’s story because of 
the intensity of the suffering recounted.

“This happens today with Libya,” he said. 
“They give us a ‘distilled’ version. The war is 
bad, we know it, but you cannot imagine the 
hell they live through there in those detention 
camps. And these people only came with hope 
to cross the sea.”

Pope Francis has frequently spoken out 
about the plight of migrants detained in Libya 
this year. On June 14 the Pope called on the 
international community to “take their plight 
to heart” and to identify ways and means to 
provide them with the protection that they need 

for a dignified condition, adding that the health 
situation with the coronavirus pandemic has 
aggravated the migrants’ already precarious 
conditions.

Lampedusa, the southernmost part of Italy, 
is located 160 nautical miles from the Libyan 
capital of Tripoli. It is a primary destination for 
migrants from Africa seeking entry to Europe.

Pope Francis visited the Mediterranean is-
land on July 8, 2013. The trip, his first pastoral 
visit outside Rome, signalled that concern for 
migrants would be at the centre of his pontifi-
cate.

The Pope quoted part of his Lampedusa 
homily in the livestreamed Mass. He said: “The 
culture of comfort, which makes us think only 
of ourselves, makes us insensitive to the cries 
of other people, makes us live in soap bubbles 
which, however lovely, are insubstantial; they 
offer a fleeting and empty illusion which results 
in indifference to others; indeed, they even lead 
to the globalisation of indifference.” 

“In this globalised world, we have fallen into 
globalised indifference. We have become used 
to the suffering of others: it doesn’t affect me; it 
doesn’t concern me; it’s none of my business.”

The Pope then responded with a reflection 
on how the Apostles’ lives were transformed 
by their encounter with Christ.

“The personal encounter with the Lord, a 
time of grace and salvation, immediately en-
tails a mission: ‘As you go, Jesus tells them, 
make this proclamation: The kingdom of heav-
en is at hand,’” he said. “Encounter and mis-
sion cannot be separated.” — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

Pope Francis calls on Christians to 
recognise the face of Christ in migrants

Pope Francis celebrates Mass in the chapel of the Casa Santa Marta July 8, 2020. (Vatican Media.)


